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Stop Claiming Vietnam's Progress; it's Heartbreaking to See :
The Western Tour of Emperor Khai Dinh of the Nguyén
Dynasty of Vietnam under the Context of Modern Civilization

and Colonial Rule

Ching-wen Luo™

Abstract

Emperor Khai Dinh (1885-1925) of the Nguyén Dynasty of Vietnam was invited to France
in 1922 to attend the Marseille Colonial Exposition (held from April 15 to November 15, 1922)
and toured Paris and other parts of France. This marked the first time a Vietnamese emperor had
undertaken an Imperial Journey to the West(Ngu Gid Nhu Tay), making it a significant event.
Khai DPinh visited iconic landmarks such as the Arc de Triomphe, the Longchamp Racecourse,
the Paris Opera, the French Geographical Society, the Louvre, the Palace of Versailles, and
Galeries Lafayette. He also visited various factories. Khai Dinh constantly moved through the
historical, modern, political, recreational, and technological landscapes of Paris, experiencing
various stimuli amidst the shifting and overlapping of time and space. However, this trip was not
solely for leisure; both France and Vietnam had their own agendas. By examining relevant
materials, we can observe the diverse experiences and attitudes of Khai Pinh and his entourage
within the Western framework of knowledge and power, amidst symbols of civilization and the
colonial context, and an image of Khai Pinh that differs from official propaganda. This allows us
to further consider Vietnam's self-identity and national imagination as it was being incorporated

into the modern world order.

Keywords: Khai Dinh, colonial context, modern civilization, Paris, France, imperial journey to

the West (Ngu Gia Nhu Tay)

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature National Sun Yat-sen University.
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