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The National Crisis Writing and Hidden Messages
of National Restoration in Quan Zuwang's

Xu Yongshang Qijiu Shi

Ng Chi Lim"

Abstract

In previous studies of Quan Zuwang's compilation of "Xu Yongshang Qijiu Shi," scholars
have primarily focused on the external perspectives of the book's writing style, editorial
intentions, local cultural context, and the value of its literature. However, there has been relatively
less exploration of the internal perspectives, which comprise the majority of the poems in the
book. This paper extracts the value judgments regarding the investigation of the Jia-Shen
Rebellion from the poems in the book, providing a reference point for exploring the historical
process of different individuals' reflections on the reasons for the Ming Dynasty's demise.
Furthermore, this paper examines the poems written on the nineteenth day of the third month of
mourning for Emperor Chongzhen, using the dynamic historical context of the fall of the Ming
Dynasty and the rise of the Qing Dynasty to supplement the study of the mindset during political
regime transitions. The extensive inclusion of writings on Lin Yuelong's eye disease in "Xu
Yongshang Qijiu Shi" reveals a new form of hidden messages, the double entendre of "from losing
sight to regaining sight," which was cultivated by literati under the atmosphere of censorship
during the transition from the Ming to the Qing Dynasty. This paper also reflects on the subtle

political stance of the compiler, Quan Zuwang.

Keywords: Quan Zuwang, Xu Yongshang Qijiu Shi, the late Ming and early Qing dynasties,

writing during national crisis, hidden messages of national restoration.

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Hong Kong Shue Yan University
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