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Women who look up at the sky and the transformation of
astronomical scientific knowledge in the Late Qing
Dynasty —Chinese and Western female expertise in
astronomy and almanacism in the Continuation of Two
"Chou Ren Zhuan”’ 5 A Z (Biography of experts in

astronomy and almanacism) in the Late Qing Dynasty

Lo,Hsiu-Mei"

Abstract

The late Qing Dynasty accepted the baptism of more and more Western scientific and cultural
writings, and gradually formed the phenomenon of displacement and reconstruction of intellectual
paradigms. Among them were two biographies of male astronomers and almanacism biographies,
Chou Ren Zhuan Part Three #Z A /#=4F (1886) and Chou Ren Zhuan Part Four #Z A [E=4F
(1898) contains eight biographies of eight talented women in ancient China with expertise in
astronomy and almanacism . The former includes Ge Yi &, 'H, Shen Qi J4%, and Wang Zhenyi -
{8, the latter includes five talented women with expertise in astronomy and almanacism from past
dynasties: Ban Zhao Iff#Z, Chu Nu 2%, Ruizhu £5¥E, Qian Jie $%7%, and Lanling Nu Shi [ 2
st (Jiang Hui JT 2 ) ,and four talented Western women: Caroline Herschel JjIZEHk ~ Miss Mitchell
ZEHTEf ~ Madame Riimker §E#% - Madame Witte 4E{%. The two volumes of "Chou Ren Zhuan " #Z
A 2 (Biography of experts in astronomy and almanacism ) collectively include the stories of
twelve Chinese and Western women. Apart from the four Western women, most women in ancient
China also had achievements or accomplishments in both literature and science. These talented
women with cross-disciplinary abilities have always been overlooked. Therefore, the inclusion of
women in these two predominantly male biographies of women with expertise in astronomy and
almanacism in the late Qing Dynasty is of great significance.Therefore, this article intends to explore
the significance and value of biographies of women with expertise in astronomy and almanacism in
the context of the connotation and value of including Chinese and Western female expertise in

astronomy and almanacism in male-dominated scientific biographies.
Keywords: "Chou Ren Zhuan #Z A /% Female Chou Ren Zhuan (Female experts in astronomy,

calendar and mathematics) % {4:1E A ,female biographies,intellectual models , late Qing literature

* Professor,Department of Chinese Literature , National Chung Hsing University
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