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Shionoya On’s Researches on Chinese Drama and

Fiction

Oki, Yasushi®

Abstract

Shionoya On  (1878-1962) came from a distinguished family of scholars of Chinese
classical studies. While studying at Tokyo Imperial University, he took the class taught by
Mori Kainan and became interested in Chinese drama and fiction. In 1906, he became an
assistant professor at Tokyo Imperial University. From 1906 to 1909, he studied in Germany,
where he learned that drama and fiction held a prominent position in the studies of literature
in Europe. From 1909 to 1912, he stayed in China and studied Chinese drama under Ye
Dehui in Changsha. In 1919 he published The Outline of Chinese Literature, the first research
work in this field organized according to the literary genres, including poetry, drama and
fiction. Several translations of this book appeared in China. His significant contributions
included the rediscovery and study of Completely Illustrated Pinghua and Three Collections
of Vernacular Stories (Sanyan) .In the field of education, he brought up the next generation
of scholars. Famous authors, Akutagawa Ryunosuke and Kawabata Yasunari also listened

to his lectures with big interest.

Keywords : Shionoya On, Mori Kainan, Ye Dehui, The West Wing, Three Collections

of Vernacular Stories
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