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Confucian Orthodoxy and Literati Appraisal:
A Comparative Study of the Historical Processes and
Evaluations of Lu Longqi and Tang Bin's
Enshrinement in the Confucian Temple

Li, Hui-ru*
Abstract

The construction and reconfiguration of Confucian orthodoxy during the Qing dynasty not
only represented the continuation of an intellectual tradition but also profoundly reflected the
influence of political and cultural forces. Focusing on the enshrinement of two eminent Confucian
scholars, Lu Longqi (1630-1692) and Tang Bin (1627-1687), in the Confucian Temple, this
study examines the concrete manifestations of Confucian orthodoxy in the Qing period and the
controversies surrounding its recognition.

By analyzing literati evaluations of these two scholars and the political factors involved in
their enshrinement, this paper seeks to reveal how the designation of Confucian orthodoxy in the
Qing dynasty was shaped and advanced through the interplay of scholarly debate, public opinion,
and political authority. Methodologically, the study employs textual analysis and comparative
research, drawing upon official histories, memorials to the throne, collected writings, and local
gazetteers. It investigates the interactions among the scholars’ intellectual thought, social
reputation, and political support, while also examining court decision-making processes and
literati discourse related to their admission into the Confucian Temple.

Beyond a comparative analysis of the cases of Lu Longqi and Tang Bin, this study further
explores how Qing Confucian orthodoxy responded to the demands of its historical context and
became closely intertwined with the political objectives of the state. Through this inquiry, the
paper aims to deepen our understanding of the nature of Confucian orthodoxy in the Qing dynasty
and to illuminate the ways in which Confucian thought acquired legitimacy within the sphere of
political culture.

Keywords: Confucian Orthodoxy, Political Culture; Enshrinement in the Confucian Temple, Lu

Longgqi, Tang Bin

* * Associate Professor, Tamkang University Dept.of Chinese Literature.
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