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Navigational Documentary in Hung Hai Fu (Rhapsody

on Navigation) by Xiao Chongye in the Ming Dynasty

Chen, Ching-Mau”

Abstract

Xiao Chongye in the Ming Dynasty was ordered to crown the Ryukyu prince Shang
Yongsi as the new king. After successfully completing his mission, he co-authored Shi Liu-
ch'iu Lu (Records of Imperial Mission to Ryukyu) with Deputy Ambassador Hsieh Chien in
the form of narrative prose to document the coronation in Ryukyu from beginning to the end
in detail. He then used such records as the materials to write “Hung Hai Fu” (Rhapsody on
Navigation) which contains more than 4,500 words. At first glance, the style of “Hung Hai
Fu” (Rhapsody on Navigation) is similar to that of Han Fu. However, a careful examination
of the records of Shi Liu-ch'iu Lu (Records of Imperial Mission to Ryukyu) shows that this Fu
was written based on navigation practices and marine scenes reflecting a realistic style. Hung
Hai Fu (Rhapsody on Navigation) uses symbolic stories, the question-and-answer pattern, and
gorgeous and profound words and phrases to arrange the content, list famous objects, express
inner feelings, and concretely express nautical things, marine imagery, and sea god belief. This
Fu presents a clear image of the ocean and is the representative work of the marine Fu in the
Ming Dynasty. This study performs an in-depth analysis of the text of “Hung Hai Fu”
(Rhapsody on Navigation) and refers to the data from Shi Liu-c/ iu Lu (Records of Imperial
Mission to Ryukyu). It is expected that the research results may help enrich the studies on
marine Fu in the Ming Dynasty.

Keywords: Xiao Chongye; “Hung Hai Fu” (Rhapsody on Navigation); Shi Liu-ch'iu Lu (Records
of Imperial Mission to Ryukyu); Ryukyu Chuzan Kingdom; Feng-zhou; Ambassador
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