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Exploring the ""Taboos against the Zi and Mao Dates in

the Zhou Dynasty Period" — Using the Chinese Era
Calendar noted in the Inscriptions of the Western Zhou

Dynasty and the Eastern Zhou Dynasty as an Example

Chen, Lee*

Abstract

The historical records state that "King Zhou died on a Jia Zi day while King Jie died on a
Yi Mao day, and the people called these two days as jinxed days", forming a saying that "the Zi
and Mao days were taboo during the Zhou Dynasty". However, when going through the
inscriptions we could find today, the three Chinese Era days of "Bing Zi", "Geng Zi", and "Ren
Zi" have not yet been there in the inscriptions, whereas "Ding Mao", "Ji Mao", "Xin Mao", "Kui
Mao", "Yi Mao", "Jia Zi" and "Wu Zi" have been documented and recorded. The classics
clearly state that only "auspicious events" avoid the days of "Jia Zi" and "Yi Mao". Yet, none of
the "Yi Mao" days found in bronze inscriptions are related to sacrifices, coming-of-age
ceremonies, or weddings. From this, we can infer that in the bronze inscriptions of the two Zhou
dynasties, there is no mention of the saying "the Zi and Mao days were taboo during the Zhou
Dynasty."

Keywords: the Western Zhou Dynasty and the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, inscription, Chinese Era,
Zi, Mao

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese, National Kaohsiung Normal University.
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