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Linking Early Modern Chinese Court Drama Scripts:

The Incomplete Kangxi Wanshou zaju, Its Variant Title, and Q90680
TAN, Tian Yuan®

Abstract

The corpora of early modern Chinese court drama scripts are voluminous and present
complex textual states. | have previously summarized the challenges faced by researchers into
three main aspects: disjointedness, fragmentation, and isolation. Although there are catalogs and
reference works available to aid the navigation of various collections and archives, scholars are
still unable to fully grasp the textual status of Ming and Qing court plays. One of the reasons is
that such plays often have the same text under different titles or the same titles that represent
different texts. In this article | use a group of early eighteenth century texts as an example to
illustrate how the "title ; of a text, which is usually used to identify the content of a work, is
often less reliable in the case of court drama scripts due to their titular instability, repetitiveness,
and casualness. As a result, this often leads to confusions and misunderstandings in research. By
comparing the selected texts through aligned reading, we can eliminate the confusion caused by
differences and similarities in names and identify works sharing the same or similar content. This
can help to resolve an important problem in the study of early modern drama texts and clarify the
history of court theater. In addition, the paper discusses how the database of Ming and Qing
dynasty court drama established by the TEXTCOURT research project make use of the digital
approach to systematically link the texts of such overlapping court plays that carry different titles
but share the same or largely similar content. In proposing a need to establish codes for individual
scripts, the paper considers broader issues in early modern textual cultures and calls for more

critical attention to textual studies of these and other vast corpora from this period.

Keywords: Early modern texts; Kangxi wanshou zaju; Wanguo songsheng; Digital humanities;

Text codes,
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UT5KY — iR - i (CRADHED) AEHAEZERY - BE > glAd ULA
KY HEZAFERE TANE o (H (RDEER) o DA mIgA B o ke Rl > (B
KigRHE " 7% - BH#iE ) LT —BEXFAERBR (RAHR) - HEEHEFSL
B CBE) FrfE T =BLSNa—l. 2R - HAT > TEXTCOURT SRR Z AR f—k At H
B o SNt —2K - BBERFE R () SREAT=0 > INESUREA LTI -
B > (B YARREE BRI eSS ) R 2R o AR ETTEUA SRR IR
RA]—tEmEm L - (B A (RAHE) HoR T 528 ) 284 HMMERERM () &
HIRE TR5E S RS/l > TR RE B FE Y TAR EEE DR T — (SRR - BEED
SCEEAHTHIRER > Ry TORSE ) ZIAF -

B~ SR EEEA : TEXTCOURT Q90680 [ H'E

W ESCRrA > ¥ () ke (8D MEFTHFAEaicl - nIssiar 2 - 28 - 28
e T —EDEATE © B E B e AR B R (A SO Z R R BE R - A Sk e M BT
gt o B—BEH > EFEE S TSR Ry — KRR © SRR =
REAT - MRGARERERDT > KROTEGEE () &k (8) SmESCREERERK
IS 2 QMR RE A AR iE Le i R RIS B2 A ~ oy Bl Ay 1T 5

NA(E) 2 (F) ety L E R L AR (P RAAR) 23R8 (Ao ¥ 2 8y (20
A) A F s (Rouaee) Lax) -

L TEXTCOURT #c#4 & i ' Kangxi wanshou zaju- fragment (name lost) % % & & #ejl- 48 L% 5 FAER
$ (% %, %) | (Q00683 _01_A)AJZ » 4 © https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00683
01_A/?tab=pages&tabfilter=



https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00683_01_A/?tab=pages&tabfilter=
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00683_01_A/?tab=pages&tabfilter=

18 FEELH K
RBPEREA ? BB S TS TEXTCOURT WSt HATEE (A = iE sk Ui EdE
) AN FHE LR ISt T RAEFEA ) (EEM E R T SR S AE B
R

EFEHAMEFRREPTHRGIAE " E BB B SR Sy s LB &
( Linking the Textual Worlds of Chinese Court Theater, ca. 1600-1800 > f5fETEXTCOURT )
Pt E (WIS = EE S ORBIEE) - SRS B EBUA AR SURMR - SRFiaiE
SLER I 7754 - TEXTCOURTIE H LATEI ( Text Encoding Initiative, X A4RIEHEL ) f EE
£ty > EEREIARNANE ~ BUEIT AR B S SOR  FEFEILE RS SR 2 Y
WEPERE » SOR AVEUG G B E S I NRERE - DU NSOR AN ERC# E YIS S
b - %

Hep o FESCRRVEPETH > EEESARMERIE T » BB SO UBHYEOE » 28
PRAEA ) T EREL ) FESE ST SOR RSN - R ROH I &
73 o LEOTERAE (BE e ERk OB ) & - HATRME B EL @y CGBRE
BE) - (BEETE) - (wEghEg) ~ (ESEEEE) ~ COOPE) FhfEsr
W R ERGEN A - IL AT & DAEEQO0427F5 4K » Aoy HlIFff L "0, ~ T02, FHI&ER
(R F5Q90427_01 ~ Q90427_0255 ) LAl& 1 - 41t —2K » RAFARAYE HEF =KIE
BRI ] — HBE 2R o [ 7B &7 70 BIFr i A<l - RISSA S - s —fE ORI+
) B1Q00321 o [E—%&% NHYRERCA » 40 CRFETTHE) A TEETHIRESCA - 51
HET LB P BHR PR 73 - 41 T Q00321 01 A, ~ "Q00321 01 B % - HN#HE =
fr PL_Q00321 01 B 35 B & AT IH R E2 et (B REE) THY (RFETTE) & >
1M(Q00321 01 E) A5 "FEE 5 [ E8E Free (ACHAERT) Fiy CREFTHED) A& - 1Eh -
T T — 28 6] 44 SRR R A IS DR > Poff o mT DU R IRy D528 BRIE S - (5L
(CEREE) KO RO g - HopifE (EEkE]) B (WEA-F) siA LR
% BERERRAEREATY (IWWEHF) REFEEAER - SR (HEE T
HSCREIEE) T BRZ R (TWEAF) BB Rl R SURZ4 © USRI

82 :£.8 Tian Yuan Tan, Ewan Macdonald and Ming Tak Ted Hui, “TEXTCOURT: Developing a Digital Appro
ach to Chinese Court Drama,” (#kci= &2 #)ci= 4 < ) Journal of Digital Archives and Digital Humanitie
s, No. 10 (October, 2022): 1-31. DOI : 10.6853/DADH.202210_(10).0001 » 1z % 38 p $#cdy & : https://textc
ourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/

Bxge (P FREFR ST AL R ) o (a2 H) == (2022) - | 20-2L



https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00321_01_B/?tab=info
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00321_01_E/?tab=info
https://doi-org.ezproxy-prd.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/10.6853/DADH.202210_(10).0001
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/
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NARZE (A (FZlELA) ) Ak k TQ00371 01, » MM EFEFRBHIS— R4
RIFCLAAR[EACES T Q00156 01 ; » At —2RE S & A o [F—Z & T A EIRRA T
M AL SRR P& 7y > 40 T Q00156_01_A , ~ "Q00156_01 B, % ( HAIEIEHEA

00156_01\fdH AP 4RHE) -

LA R () 81 (&) Bi - BER 2 o il ek R (B TR - 9%
FBERKIRAE - EHEEEE TR - RN RE S LRI 2 MR G e b
AR HETTHEE - PRAI TEXTCOURTHig E Hh SRR E A - (BE) B (&) N
BNFHEES  WHBE—XARLL  BIREEQI0680F5 (Y, - (H & LHRAEN -
RNILET %S T01, ~ T02, ffE& ] - B1Q90680_01_A %y (&) ifif Q90680_02_A £

(B ) - BRxH®BZEEE (F) 8 (8) SARXAZERGFEH - Al F R K
Q90680_01_B - Q90680_02 B% - 3
HE () 2 (&) LEUekey/ sk - RIEERFEA] > Sia AT

1) Yuzhu juntiao FJ&5J5H (Q00354)

2) Xionghu taowei BEFZ#%E) (Q00355)

3) Wenming yinghou ~ZFHJE % (Q00356)

4) Luld zhengdu 3 = 1EE (Q00357)

5) Xuanji shoushi Eg¥&17H% (Q00358)

6) Kangxi wanshou zaju No. 11 (name lost; incomplete copy) FFEEEZ5EEIEE+—H
(R4, 384 (Q00533)

7) Jinmu xianhuan 4B ER (Q00359)

8) Yunshi yanshu ZEFfi{; 78 (Q00360)

9) Cangshi yanshu 2 522 (Q00361)

10) Baigu zisheng B #8%4F (Q00362)

11) Wanfang renshou & /5{~ 2% (Q00363)

12) Fenglin xiangwu EiE#115E (Q00364)

13) Zhangyou gefeng 43 # (Q00365)

3 BA AN KE > £TEXTCOURT 42t B sm ( TCode ") : https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/hel
p/2/



https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/?search=Q00371_01
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/?search=%5B%22Q00156_01%22%5D&searchby=%5B%22%22%5D&search_operator=or&order_by=title_pinyin&order_direction=&filter_fk_play__series=&filter_fk_source_publication_date=
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/?search=%5B%22Q00156_01%22%5D&searchby=%5B%22%22%5D&search_operator=or&order_by=title_pinyin&order_direction=&filter_fk_play__series=&filter_fk_source_publication_date=
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/help/2/
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/help/2/
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AIAEE R (F) - &U3A "0l mifE "02, (40 (FF) AB—# (E&g5H) Al
Q00354_01_A) - Ttk /\lAll 53 Zis (BE) ~ (E) —A& - 35H T01, K& "02, A& (41 (
) A (GEREEER) & Q00359 01 A - i () A (&hkEER) Al Q00359 01 B) - 1t
BERRIZ T BIEE A RE > 40 () A (EEITTHE) - () RE—F1F (EHb
#) o NEAETEAEZRS - E2E TRL ) BUERD (F) B TR, BA
» (EBAE EE P[RR oI LU B (I A T8 - B (BE) T4, 5845000533 01 A - [fij
(B) & (FEEET) HIE Q00533 01 B - b » TEXTCOURTHHE AL IR & HISUA
WYSRE S » A—ESTRiEriseny THHRE ,  (Related) f£% - 7£8IH (Play) #Yf@mH L
TS S A F e A Wi (B S04 (Scripts) > S3RIHERFY () 81 (&) MEET (
Collections) & ( RE6) o35

B 6 - Related Data

Scripts (2)

Collections (2)

TEXTCOURT #icdz B Q00533 = 4 & si#' @)

3 4. https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/plays/Q00533/



https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00359_01_A/?tab=info
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00359_01_B/?tab=info
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00533_01_A/?tab=info
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00533_01_B/?tab=info
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/plays/Q00533/
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N~ g ¢ PEanE A~ SORRS R

ACESEEE () TET=0) BARE (&) WA ALEE Sl —=F
PRAEAR ) ZSORRME  WEME SR TEXTCOURT IH B AR S i LT T > ]
FSCARACHSE I E B M B AR TSR RS ~ SERE RO Y - HPRATEERE
FIEATRE AT ARAVEREL ~ IR AT EN SRS AR - w] R A s
SRR T —(E TR - = SRR R SRR R T -

SCpTafEay (FE) B (E) IIRILBY - FE: TEXTCOURT BUEE T 50— A Sk
R =R Rl -

I.Taiping wanghui &~ F & (Q00163_01 A)
I1.Taiping wanghui A& (Q00425_01 A)
111.Wanguo songhu &[5 =1 (Q00425 02 _A)

= EORZ A R 2 5 RERR AR - MEARERRARRE - RERBEN - B4
HAFTATLAFHZCEE] TEXTCOURT SUASHEAYIER » SUAR T ESOAR N BE[EIRERE Ry (PR
) o AHEAEREE 2 25 - AR AT T EAEA > 25IER Q00163 Bl
Q00425 WA [FEIHISIAZE » Sz - SOR 1T BOR N EEZRAREAE > (HEAEE AR
EFAE « aE B r () B (D) B9 - it CRPEE) B (HEEN) HE
JNEE]E Q00425 Z:4 (FLE 7) HY " RAFEA, ¥ -

36 2 . https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/plays/Q00425/



https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00163_01_A/?tab=info
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00425_01_A/?tab=info
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00425_02_A/?tab=info
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/plays/Q00425/
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Related Data

Scripts (2)

B 7 1 TEXTCOURT #cd3 & Q00425 = # % si#' R

JCHR H R SCER S > A A DR SIRANHGE ~ T EEAT - BT I E IRy
SCASIRBUAHIRIN - BRCURIRBEREAAN HEE - HSBEIMEEE IS -
BE—2K » SO ER P AL A TR E B B - SR E S BTSN E - m¥EE
SCR > A B T AA] ) RUE B B A S B A B AR BE R Y SCAR 2 fE LB E R
TEXTCOURT SR AT tHAY SO CHEH R BB B L s R IE 74 > RE S AN i B
eSO ?

NAREEHTERE - MEEEEIRETTE - TR ERfES T 44T ) ARy
—HHHRE - BLLREEAE R EIER - I Q90680 ~ Q00533 FH— A FI{ UG Al
R HEHETA ENS - HUEE AR (E R — e g - (e SHG e sk 5=
TURBESCESI > FreEw T B Fm B > AR E P& - B

"R BB SCRRTREEAY S B FEHYHES o [F— 2P RIRSCE & B HRR R
& o ASCAE: () ~ (H) RSSO R BB > e AR A
JE i IR SRS 2 22 - 2RI > BUREA T EA ) R TEA ) SR RS
S > AR E - i T E B SRRy =g AR 2 AT XA B B B A
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TE o ME(RITE > MISREFCSOAR TSR AT - MER IR G E T =R s ry 5%
JEEERRE » S HERARAT I B ORI KR E A R -

DIARHSHEAME B R E RSO AR SR S MU E AR T A » EE B EEI A Z 5%
Bl - EETTER MR BESCERNT ST - G Rl Taa 40 (EsEEE) EE/AIE R P.2838 ~ S.1441
(BMAFR ST AP BUE R AR ) - FAES B sl 48 ia e 5 S AR —H0 T 1F
g o JEAh o A DUERISCA M P.2555 fF R SR IR S IHTEE o BUESTR PRI
R~ B BEARFEMSCSIRRE - A e = 2 AR E L' A - E
MEEZ A EERIR - B TEBHE am(E A SORRI B ERIE G - AT SRR Al B
FERE T o R RATHSOREE B RER » DB IRER A ZERISOR ? 2N A=
PSR R 8 SCER R B A4 IR SRR SCER S AR A — 8 Z A& 7

ST ATt SCERSTRRAYBTIE - SRR IR AT RS L 70k - BRSO GRHS Re &5
I Loy - ABIN ARG B SRR - 0 (e ORI FEAY AL - I
PEFHEISCER T Ean ) ZUTESHIRE o BEE U8 LR B AN BT A A S B R Sn AT Y
s - PR H R E R o EYOURAE S - RS R 2 B EREAS
G AR A SIS GE HLAY T B T B B0 - A B Al o AT SRk 4T B S AT R -
A3&E G TEXTCOURT WFEET S AT SO e S B AL B B - R AT 5E e
EAAR > SURERE LB ER SRR I [F PR AHBRRRRE




24 W IF £ BT

5IHEH

— ~ RER

UF )tk - (FEEREFAEE) - PRI EE RS - DOf—e (F5E 102733) -
UF) % (BEEE) > TEEHEZEEA - ARSESR © (EPRERDARE
A T) 25 22 4 > b - Btk > 2004 4 -

B ARE

BRERIC © (BARIEEEHEEIARAISEEE ) - (HFE TR gamscE (5
—48) ) dbnt @ REIAR L - 2011 4F -

— ' (EEEEEN SRS - (BoKHorEs) 2022 424565 371 -

ffgEE © CHERFERIEE) - Jb  ARSCEHARH: > 1981 4F -

BE B CEMAFEAIRZE) - B @ BEHEELRY > 2018 4 -

— ¢ CHERNIFHh A ERLR) o AR CERNIFEADZE) T BN Fl
KEHHA-HT > 2012 4 -

Pl ( CEREEFEEIMGESE) ) 0 (EEFEZT) ¥ 965 1, 2 &1, 1948 4

Zogdm - (hEIG SIS PR ) 0 R AREEL 0 1989 4F

g %% (dbibgmy) o 21 - BOCEIEEE 0 1973 4F -

BOE ( (BERESMERD) few) o (ShBESCEENTIT) 2016 7755 24 -
g OFERREREIPRENTIE) - BN ERESFEAE LR - 2014 4 -

Chen, Liana, Staging for the Emperors: A History of Qing Court Theatre, 1683-1923. Amherst:
Cambria Press, 2021.

Tan, Tian Yuan, “Song of Dragon Well Tea and Other Court Plays: Stage Directions, Spectacle,
and Panegyrics”, in Patricia Sieber and Regina Llamas, eds. How to Read Chinese Drama:

A Guided Anthology. Columbia: Columbia University Press, 2022, pp. 309-324.

, Ewan Macdonald and Ming Tak Ted Hui, “TEXTCOURT: Developing a
Digital Approach to Chinese Court Drama,” { %5 {ir By B2 8 iz A =) Journal of
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Digital Archives and Digital Humanities, 10 (October 2022): pp. 1-31. DOI :
10.6853/DADH.202210 (10).0001 -
TEXTCOURT JEH (HHE = EEH CEREHEEE) - https://textcourt.ames.oX.ac.uk/database/
TEXTCOURT ¥z 3CA (FEREZFER]) (U5 Q90680_01_A):
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/collections/Q90680_01 A/

(Accessed 3 February 2026).

TEXTCOURT ¥y >CA (BRERE MR- BHEE SBEMERERE (K4 R ) (55 Q0
0683 01 _A):
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00683 01_A/?tab=pages&tabfilter=
(Accessed 3 February 2026)

TEXTCOURT #fir A (EEI=E) (% Q90680_02_A) :
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/collections/Q90680_02_A/
(Accessed 3 February 2026)

TEXTCOURT 8z 34 (EE=E [EE] ) (LA Q00532_01_A) :
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00532_01_A/?tab=info

T

(Accessed 3 February 2026)


https://doi-org.ezproxy-prd.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/10.6853/DADH.202210_(10).0001
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/collections/Q90680_01_A/
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00683_01_A/?tab=pages&tabfilter=
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/collections/Q90680_02_A/
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/Q00532_01_A/?tab=info
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