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Is Zhu Xi’s "Jujing and Qiongli " a priori and
Transcendental Gongfu?

Chen, Zhj-jie!

Abstract

Drawing upon contemporary scholarship regarding the doctrine of "xin ju li"([»E¥H) in
Zhu Xi(42)’s philosophy , this article examines whether the cultivation of "Jujing and Qiongli
"(JEHLBS ) constitutes a priori and transcendental Gongfu( T.%). First, it elucidates the
perspective of Mou Zongsan(Z£5% =), who argues that Jujing is a form of "empty cultivation"
and that Qiongli is merely an acquired relational possession of li(¥f) by the qixin($.[»).
According to Mou, since Zhu Xi’s li lacks activity, the effort of cultivation can only be grounded
in the empirical qixin; consequently, Mou characterizes Zhu Xi's Gongfu as empirical.

However, this study identifies a "discursive gap" within Mou’s interpretation of Zhu Xi.
Through an investigation of primary sources, this article demonstrates that Zhu Xi’s empirical
qixin is innately endowed with li, and that 1i possesses a "dynamic activity in function" within the
qixin. Therefore, effort of Gongfu is exerted upon the innate function of li within the qixin. The
Gongfu of Jujing aims to awaken this innate function to maintain a state of "xingxing"({£1£),
serving as the ground of Gongfu for regulating the empirical qixin. Meanwhile, Qiongli utilizes
the "xuling bumei"(J& & H£) of the innate 1i as the basis for comprehending transcendental 1i.
In conclusion, this paper contends that Zhu Xi’s cultivation of "Jujing and Qiongli " should be

recognized as a priori and transcendental Gongfu.

Keywords: Zhu Xi (£ ) , Jujing (J&4%) , Qiongli (&5 ) , Gongfu ( T.5&) , a priori

* Chen, Zhj-jie, Postdoctoral Research Fellow., Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Cheng
University.
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