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Loyalty and Filial Piety in Balance: The Concept of
"Serving the Ruler" in the Qunshu Zhiyao and its
Philosophical Meaning

Wang Chih-Hao®

Abstract

A comprehensive survey of the Qunshu Zhiyao reveals forty-four passages from twenty-six
classics—spanning the Classics, Histories, and Masters—that address the issue of "Serving the
Sovereign". This extensive inclusion suggests that the T ang dynasty compilers deliberately made
this topic a central theme. This study demonstrates that the Qunshu Zhiyao utilizes three
descriptive modes to present the crucial dynamic of the ruler-minister relationship within the
"Serving the Sovereign" discourse. These collected documents consistently project an ideal image
of "Loyalty and Filial Piety in Balance", which stands in stark contrast to the real-world challenge
in the Han-Jin period where " Loyalty and filial piety cannot be integrated within a single ethical
framework." The compilation of a vast amount of "Serving the Sovereign" literature was a clear
ideological move by the compilers. Their goal was to synthesize filial piety, which represented
the "private" order of the family, with loyalty, representing the "public" order of the state. By
merging these two virtues, they sought to establish the ideal of "Loyalty and Filial Piety in
Balance." Furthermore, from the perspective of political institution building, this concentrated
assembly and compilation of texts by early T’ang rulers and ministers—connecting the concepts
of Loyalty, Filial Piety, and Serving the Sovereign—symbolized the T’ang era's definitive break
from the "dual monarchy perspective" prevalent since the Eastern Han. It effectively re-
established a unitary ruler-minister relationship based on the unifying concept of "The World as
One Family."
Keywords: Qunshu Zhiyao, Early T’ang Dynasty, Loyalty, Filial Piety, the Ruler-Minister

Relation

* Adjunct Assistant Professor, Center for Interdisciplinary Innovation and Taiwan Mandarin Studies, National
Taiwan University of Science and Technology.
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