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!t Cathy Caruth, “Introduction,” in Trauma: Explorations in Memory, ed. idem. (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1995), p. 3 ; PTSD esi#8~p & sk (Lynn A. Struve) ¥ » 3 =023 ( x%—‘gf g
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2 Sigmund Freud, Moses and Monotheism, An Outline of Psycho-Analysis, and Other Works, trans. James
Strachey (London: The Hogarth Press and the Institute of Psycho-Analysis, 1964), pp. 52, 68.

3 Freud, Beyond the Pleasure Principle, trans. Strachey (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1961), pp. 16-
17.

4 Caruth, Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1996), pp. 1-24, 57-72.

5 Lucy Bond and Stef Craps, Trauma (London: Routledge, 2020), pp. 106, 113; Irene Visser, “Trauma in Non-
Western Context,” in Trauma and Literature, ed. J. Roger Kurtz (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2018), p. 128.

64 M~ 415 5% e £ 4 L Marinella Rodi-Risberg, “Problems in Representing Trauma,” in
Trauma and Literature, p. 122; Visser, “Trauma in Non-Western Context,” pp. 128-29; Bond and Craps,
Trauma, pp. 110-11; Ananya Jahanara Kabir, “Affect, Body, Place: Trauma Theory in the World,” in The Future
of Trauma Theory: Contemporary Literary and Cultural Criticism, eds. Gert Buelens, Sam Durrant, and Robert
Eaglestone (London: Routledge, 2014), p. 64.

7 Struve, “Confucian PTSD: Reading Trauma in a Chinese Youngster’s Memoir of 1653,” History and Memory
16.2 (2004): p. 15; @ otk : (gl ) - F 4o
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8 Jonathan Hay, “Posttraumatic Art: Painting by Remnant Subjects of the Ming,” in The Artful Recluse: Painting,
Poetry, and Politics in Seventeenth-Century China, eds. Peter C. Sturman and Susan S. Tai (Munich: Prestel,
2012), pp. 77-93.

9 Xiaogiao Ling, Feeling the Past in Seventeenth-Century China (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia
Center, 2019), pp. 8-19.

10 ¢ £ ) t5% 1626-1627 £ ML WP L & 4 (2 P %) » A Shuhui Yang, Appropriation and
Representation: Feng Menglong and the Chinese Vernacular Story (Ann Arbor: Center for Chinese Studies,

the University of Michigan, 1998), p. 1.

3 s (Patrick Hanan) #-3%3 A ena, A prfde 2 52 < % 1450 # 2 % ; » 2 Hanan, The Chinese
Vernacular Story (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1981), p. 28.
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14 «“The pathology [of trauma] cannot be defined ... by the event itself — which may or may not be catastrophic,
and may not traumatize everyone equally;” Caruth, “Introduction,” p. 4.

15 «[Li Yu] seem[ed] relatively unaffected by the political crisis;” Ellen Widmer, “Introduction,” in Trauma and
Transcendence in Early Qing Literature, eds. Wilt L. Idema, Wai-yee Li, and Widmer (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Asia Center, 2006), p. 224.

16 «Most descriptions [of PTSD] generally agree that there is a response, sometimes delayed, to an overwhelming
event or events, which takes the form of repeated, intrusive hallucinations, dreams, thoughts or behaviors
stemming from the event, ... and possibly also increased arousal to (and avoidance of) stimuli recalling the
event;” Caruth, “Introduction,” p. 4.

5 A (F4)®m) > F 366

18 o



BlERRARBR T (7 RERLERA) BE 31

RZ A B S Y SRR - [ R A (o EL A o [ TR RE A B S P BT R H B B
PO TR, o

B B EOREEINIENE T WS 2SI E R ERLE - ffER
R R—EFEmA > 2 TR ER =, % > HhHE RIS R R HEE
BB T EEREE ) mEETESR A ARG ERR RS T -
AEEZ 1% o B SR AIE TS EUR e B R AR S (S - SEREE IR S E TR B
&, REEE o [RMmiE SRR FES BB " 25 ) A - 22 REh A5 DR Bl
BIE—[FZ T B R TaR B Y T LB S AR, - MK ASRE= N
AIEEBRIG N JGRE T APt - NSRS - SHZH > AR, - PsEatEEn
A5 ~ NSRSIRASABIEHIE F <38 & 1 2 85E - BRI HILFTE — 251 THA ) %
e NER o RIMANsR THRBERCLE " 4158 ) RPE - ¥

B BRI N BSME T RS RORAIS B - AN E4nimiley " EE - &
ARILIRE ~ 23 ) —fig - AR TPIAR B S E G R E HER " AIGRET]
Kif o HEEAREE — AP BB RS AL - EREREENE > HE
REBESHEC TIERZEL ) PIEBUTREE - mEM AT S OREE o IR
B BERCLE S TR ) AR - PeE A SR BT EGARIRNEG " A TE
St HYREHLER AL BB AP IE - 2B EEIGEOR T AF R INERE - EETUERE
7=, BARESE G - BAER SRS EIERT " A, - A LUEEA,
1o R B RS S B « 27281 5 RURAVR S RIS B T oY+ S i fEsE A
PANE AR LAEER - BVEESUK S Bt AIRSIET et -

Vgirpaa @t rgmiod kB L& LEIART > AR FPATF: (PFHY at
FERE) (LA T RZERAFIRY w5 2022) 0 F 1450 FE A RET AFIEL o8 L4
LA S L HREHMF LR HPLES G- F R B R

DRI A TR G RDAIT 0 Bl D ((BRLEFLE&EA) FF&ETHEN) » (M2 #HE
A EHEE (BEHER) ) ¥37E %34 (2021) o F 3320

PEFA (v 4 ) 0 T O367-68: HYPLEATG A S LA 2o ik LY (TEZ LpER
By —HFW (PLEELEZA ) H (RELWR) PuERTB) - (Gt g 7(2%H) ) ¥ 10 ¥
(2019) - F 18; % F @ (e 7 #IFFA— (FRE&FLERL) 057 B HR2H) >
(243 %X BFp (FFFAEHMTIR) ) %234 % 4% (2006) » F 137

285 % . (+4)®) o F 370 =g F 380 -

Bz > | 3735375

M T, - T mEEELA dpendrE 2 BERE o AR ((FRE) ) O F
332 -

BEFI (w4 E) 0 F 366
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29 “The apparition of the dead in Chinese literature is always a sign of anomaly, whether with the death itself,
with the mortuary ritual or burial, or with the mourning process of the survivors;” Judith Zeitlin, The Phantom
Heroine: Ghosts and Gender in Seventeenth-Century Chinese Literature (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i
Press, 2007), p. 10 ; 7= L3¥wE+k : (fe ) > F 50-51-

OEFE T (w4 W) o F 3695371

31 “Trauma is not locatable in the simple violent or original event in an individual’s past, but rather in the way
that its very unassimilated nature ... returns to haunt the survivor later on;” Caruth, Unclaimed Experience, p.
4.
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3% Kabir, “Affect, Body, Place,” pp. 65-66.

40 “Continued preference for poetry rather than prose as a medium of subjective expression in China;” Struve,
“Chimerical Early Modernity: The Case of ‘Conquest-Generation” Memoirs,” in The Qing Formation in World-
Historical Time, ed. idem. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia Center, 2004), p. 346.

41 «“perhaps even more than other genres poetry aspires to bear witness to, keep a true record of, and articulate
emotional responses to the Ming-Qing dynastic transition;” Li, “Introduction,” in Trauma and Transcendence,
p. 37.

42 “Endow[ed] ... with a voice capable of expressive subjective emotion, primarily through the vehicle of lyric
poetry;” Zeitlin, Phantom Heroine, p. 87.

43 Joshua Pederson, “Speak, Trauma: Toward a Revised Understanding of Literary Trauma Theory,” Narrative
22.3(2014):340-44 ; 7 M Fr = £1% ¥ Aot endp B %7 > 7~ L Dominick LaCapra, Writing History, Writing
Trauma (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2014), pp. 49-50.
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Leys, Trauma: A Genealogy (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2000), p. 13 ; # B T w2 g F | 2
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% “One does not have to possess or own the truth, in order to effectively bear witness to it;” Felman, “Education
and Crisis, or the Vicissitudes of Teaching,” in Testimony, p. 15.
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79 «A world in which one could not bear witness to oneself;” Laub, “An Event Without a Witness: Truth,
Testimony and Survival,” in Testimony, p. 82.

80 “The inability fully to witness the event as it occurs;” Caruth, “Introduction,” p. 7.
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87 «Rjval versions of the same set of facts can co-exist without final reconciliation;” Frank Kermode, The Sense
of an Ending: Studies in the Theory of Fiction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), p. 19.
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B3 M (H#EY P T&, w5 T23 ) 9% > % Jiyuan Yu, “The Notion of Appropriateness (Yi) in Three
Kingdoms,” in Three Kingdoms and Chinese Culture, eds. Kimberly Besio and Constantine Tung (Albany:
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% «“The Confucian emphasis on the conduct of the living, ... also renders indistinct the distinction between two
styles of coping with trauma: striving to gain control over the past by assigning causes to certain events; and
striving to gain control over the future by establishing a (pessimistic or optimistic) pattern of perception vis-a-
vis what may lie ahead;” Struve, “Confucian PTSD,” p. 25; 4ot i { 5 % B ehil 2 #7577 gk 7% 55
da (ARAEr) PO LB & SR RIE F S R > TR PERAI G Rk o, 257 - &

Mjgd 227 e X ApH R (BRA $8) Bt U REEi &k, b B RAL2 4@ ;35
foERaR (gl ) o F 135 e § sfecd o

VT G SRR 0 A 2% TR BIAIG ) (castration trauma) £ T i el &4 (a system
of unconscious symbolic meanings) 8 > @ T L4B A1 %  (accident trauma) B E_$43% T % ekl k env
#7 ; (an interruption of the symbolic system) » £ Caruth, Unclaimed Experience, p. 135; ¥ § & B & 8 {2
—Ff - 29 el | (nonsymbolic) £]#% - & Leys, Trauma, 272. 7 B 5 A1 @k %K TE F £
B B2eIG ML 5P rEap > A LaCapra, Writing History, pp. xi, xxv, 107.

9 Jacques Lacan, The Seminar of Jaques Lacan, Book II: The Ego in Freud’s Theory and in the Technique of
Psychoanalysis 1954-1955, ed. Jacques-Alain Miller, trans. Sylvana Tomaselli (New York: W. W. Norton &
Company, 1991), p. 164.

9 «The real ... resists having any signification. ... The real remains completely outside of the signifiers;” Todd
McGowan, The Cambridge Introduction to Jacques Lacan (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025),
pp. 61, 63.

1005 5.5 (KeithMcMahon) ¥ » % 2% 12 0 (% - i b P S L Bm% 9 ¢ B (Lacan’s
Theory of Sexual Difference in Late Imperial China) ) - ((5,%55:‘ ~ BIR) % 1# (2007) - F 298 -
BEAR N FET A A T A ¢ 5 2 Dylan Evans, An Introductory Dictionary of
Lacanian Psychoanalysis (London: Routledge, 1996), p. 203

101 McGowan, Cambridge Introduction, pp. 48, 51.

102 «Lj collectively represent the established rules for proper conduct;” A. S. Cua, “Yi (I) and Li: Rightness and
Rites,” in Encyclopedia of Chinese Philosophy, ed. idem. (New York: Routledge, 2003), p. 843.

103 Deborah Sommer, “Yi # (Rightness, Righteousness, Appropriateness),” in The Encyclopedia of
Confucianism, ed. Xinzhong Yao (London: Routledge, 2003), p. 750

104 Sato Masayuki 1% % #-z_, The Confucian Quest for Order: The Origin and Formation of the Political Thought
of Xunzi (Leiden: Brill, 2003), p. 205; Sommer, “Yi,” p. 750; Yu, “Notion of Appropriateness,” p. 28. £ # &
WMELEFH A, TA M OAFE R
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105 Cua, “Yi (I),” pp. 843-45; Yu, “Notion of Appropriateness,” p. 28; Yinghua Lu, Confucianism and
Phenomenology: An Exploration of Feeling, Value and Virtue (Leiden: Brill, 2021), pp. 123. % 31 < )l?e L)
Arerii TH GHBAN TR, > RPEF R TE&, 277872 TEHAR, » e
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Fy @At Tap 2 K ehm 0 L Sato, Confucian Quest, pp. 347-50.

106 «“Given the functional equivalence of li and yi in some contexts, they have the same objective in governing
conduct;” Cua, “Yi (I),” p. 845.

107 «[Yi], by justifying action according to a norm, justifies the moral superiority of a man [sic.]. Yi is what makes
justification according to a norm possible and constitutes the normativeness of an action so justified;” Chung-
ying Cheng, New Dimensions of Confucian and Neo-Confucian Philosophy (Albany: State University of New
York Press, 1991), p. 234.

108 “Compared with other Confucian virtues, yi possesses a strong sense of lawfulness;” Lu, Confucianism, p.
121.
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Another Look at “Yang Siwen Encounters Some Old

Acquaintances in Yanshan” in Reference to Trauma Studies
Zhaokun Xin"

Abstract

Set against the backdrop of the Song-Jin confrontation during the Jingkang years (1125-
1127), “Yang Siwen Encounters Some Old Acquaintances in Yanshan,” twenty-fourth story in
Feng Menglong’s (1574-1646) Stories Old and New, features abundant reflections on resonant
experience with trauma that is related to war and displacement. This article engages the story in
an interdisciplinary conversation with trauma studies not only to tease out the story’s intricate
treatment of extreme experiences that are quasi-traumatic, but also to enrich and broaden
contemporary trauma theory through a non-Western and pre-modern text deeply invested in
trauma writing. Juxtaposing both the total silence over and varied articulations of extreme
experiences resulting from the Song-Jin dynastic confrontation, the story goes beyond the
dominant dichotomy in contemporary theoretical construal of trauma as either unspeakable or
not. The recurrent retellings of such extreme experiences as war, displacement, and death in the
story further obscure the potentially traumatizing events themselves. Even though some retellings
are putatively grounded in the act of witnessing, their ultimate unreliability ends up fundamentally
guestioning the act’s possibility, even that of self-witnessing. The impossibility of
(self-)witnessing in turn worsens the uncertainty of the extreme experiences’ spokenness, a
persistent uncertainty that situates them in what the French psychoanalyst Jacque Lacan (1901-
1981) terms “the Real.” At the same time, the story also attempts to designate such experiences
with the Confucian moral signifier of “righteousness,” inadvertently embedding them in what
Lacan calls “the Symbolic.” The extreme experiences’ simultaneous situatedness in the two
supposedly dualistic orders further reminds us of questioning another dichotomous conception,

that is, of trauma as either signifiable or not.

Keywords: trauma, “Yang Siwen Encounters Some Old Acquaintances in Yanshan”, silence and

articulation, witnessing, righteousness

* Lecturer in Chinese Studies, University of Manchester.



52

IR SH R




