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b - %
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82 :£.8 Tian Yuan Tan, Ewan Macdonald and Ming Tak Ted Hui, “TEXTCOURT: Developing a Digital Appro
ach to Chinese Court Drama,” (#ci> 2 # £ = 4+ < ) Journal of Digital Archives and Digital Humanitie
s, No. 10 (October, 2022): 1-31. DOI : 10.6853/DADH.202210_(10).0001 » 1z % 38 p $#cdy & : https://textc
ourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/
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https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/database/scripts/?search=%5B%22Q00156_01%22%5D&searchby=%5B%22%22%5D&search_operator=or&order_by=title_pinyin&order_direction=&filter_fk_play__series=&filter_fk_source_publication_date=
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https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/help/2/
https://textcourt.ames.ox.ac.uk/help/2/
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Q00425 W& [FIHISIAZE » Sz - SOR 1T BOR N EEZRAREATE] > (HEAEE AR
EMAE « aE B r () B () B9 - it CRPEE) B (HEEN) HE
JNEE]E Q00425 Z:4 (FRLE 7) HY " RAFEA, ¥ -
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Linking Early Modern Chinese Court Drama Scripts:

The Incomplete Kangxi Wanshou zaju, Its Variant Title, and Q90680
TAN, Tian Yuan®

Abstract

The corpora of early modern Chinese court drama scripts are voluminous and present
complex textual states. | have previously summarized the challenges faced by researchers into
three main aspects: disjointedness, fragmentation, and isolation. Although there are catalogs and
reference works available to aid the navigation of various collections and archives, scholars are
still unable to fully grasp the textual status of Ming and Qing court plays. One of the reasons is
that such plays often have the same text under different titles or the same titles that represent
different texts. In this article | use a group of early eighteenth century texts as an example to
illustrate how the "title ; of a text, which is usually used to identify the content of a work, is
often less reliable in the case of court drama scripts due to their titular instability, repetitiveness,
and casualness. As a result, this often leads to confusions and misunderstandings in research. By
comparing the selected texts through aligned reading, we can eliminate the confusion caused by
differences and similarities in names and identify works sharing the same or similar content. This
can help to resolve an important problem in the study of early modern drama texts and clarify the
history of court theater. In addition, the paper discusses how the database of Ming and Qing
dynasty court drama established by the TEXTCOURT research project make use of the digital
approach to systematically link the texts of such overlapping court plays that carry different titles
but share the same or largely similar content. In proposing a need to establish codes for individual
scripts, the paper considers broader issues in early modern textual cultures and calls for more

critical attention to textual studies of these and other vast corpora from this period.

Keywords: Early modern texts; Kangxi wanshou zaju; Wanguo songsheng; Digital humanities;

Text codes,
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