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A New Interpretation of *“@” in the Oracle Bone Inscriptions
Unearthed from the Eastern Archeological Site at

Huayuanzhuang

Chany,Yu-wei*

Abstract

Starting from the form of “f on the 108th plate of the oracle bones unearthed from the eastern
archeological site at Huayuanzhuang, this paper completes the sequence of the characters “,”
“r‘;’,, “@,” and “@,” insofar as to expound that the component «“l of T actually took the form of
a “shield,” and that the character “g®” on the yugui lid of the Western Zhou dynasty was evolved
from the character “¥.” This paper then infers from the phonetic condition of “ that “B on the
Huayuanzhuang plate and “@®” on the yugui lid should be pronounced as “hé” (3§). Secondly,

1R

noticing that M is a variant of “B on the Huayuanzhuang plate, this paper argues that “td” was
the formal origin of “hé” (3§). The component “ D> underwent irregular changes due to its
positional variations (unfixed on either side and affected by the forms of “yué” [ H] and “x7” [4/])
and the missing of its original context. It was not until the Spring and Autumn period that «[
evolved into “zhou” (). This also proves that it is justifiable for scholars to pronounce “E#” in
Western Zhou bronze inscriptions as “gu” ([&]), whether in terms of phonetic condition or formal

evolution.

Keywords: Eastern Huayuanzhuang oracle bones, “hé” (3f}), shield, bronze inscription, “gu” ()
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