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A Critical Study of Hayashi Taisuke:

Pioneer of Japanese Oracle Bone Studies

Chen,Yi-wen"

Abstract

Hayashi Taisuke (1854-1922) was a pioneer of oracle bone studies in Japan. Initially
specializing in Korean history, he later shifted his focus to ancient Chinese literature and
philology, ultimately venturing into the study of oracle bone inscriptions. His 1909 article, "On
the Discovery of Tortoise Shells and Ox Bones in Tangyin County, Henan Province, Qing China,"
is regarded as Japan's first specialized treatise on oracle bones. This was followed by Characters
on Tortoise Shells and Animal Bones, the earliest Japanese catalog of oracle bone inscriptions,
which secured his significant status in the development of the field. His doctoral dissertation, A4
Study of Ancient Chinese Characters, alongside the recently discovered manuscript On the
Origins and Development of Writing in Ancient Chinese History, further reveals his inquiries into
the origins and evolution of Chinese writing. In recent years, scholars have reexamined Hayashi’s
methodology, contributions, and the connections between his works. In particular, the discovery
of the manuscript On the Origins and Development of Writing in Ancient Chinese History offers
a fresh perspective on his academic positioning. Synthesizing recent relevant research, this paper
traces the trajectory of Hayashi’s academic development and discusses current evaluations of his

achievements to reassess his status in the history of oracle bone studies.

Keywords: Hayashi Taisuke, Japanese Sinology, Oracle Bone Studies, On the Origins and
Development of Writing in Ancient Chinese History, A Study of Ancient Chinese

Characters

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University
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