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Pen Talk : East Asian Cultural Exchange under the

Same Words

Lan Jih-chang™

Abstract

The so-called Chinese cultural circle in modern times means that all countries in the
East Asian region are influenced by Chinese culture, and all Confucianism, Buddhism, and
technology have been spread from China to Japan, South Korea, Vietnam, and Vietham,
and other countries in East Asia. The medium of cultural exchange is naturally based on
Chinese characters.

Although the East Asia exchange started from the Six Dynasties, there was no concept
of official speech at that time. Therefore, the main stream of pronunciation was mainly
from the time when the exchange was made, and the mainstream pronunciation changed
with the political and economic situation. At the time of the Six Dynasties, Wu Yin was the
mainstream in the South. In the Tang Dynasty, Heluo and Northwestern were the
mainstream. In the Southern Song Dynasty, the Su Hang sound was the mainstream.

Although the written words are the same, but the tones are different, this is also a
nuisance to other countries. Although the tone changes, the writing remains the same. The
pen talk is the medium of communication in East Asian communication.

Ming Taizu established the tributary system, political and economic exchanges, North
Korea as the ties between the Ming Dynasty and Japan, the Yan Dynasty between the Ming
Dynasty and the DPRK to exercise communication with the DPRK and Japan, when the
exchanges are generally communicated through the pen. Even when Vietnam
communicates with Ryukyu and Japan, it communicates through pen talks.

The things in pen talk are rare in the Tang and Song dynasties. The frequency of
writing records in Ming Ming’s writings has increased. However, the frequency of

conversations in writing has confirmed the status of exchanges in East Asia and the grand

* Associate Professor, College of General Education HungKuang University, Taichung
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scene of cultural exchanges. Although the matter is simple, its significance is very
significant.

Keyword:Pen Talk, Chinese Cultural Circle, East Asian Cultural Exchange > Tributary
system > Travel Accounts to Beijing



