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The interpretation ethos - Zhuangzi is interpreted
from Confucian perspectives of Joseon's academic

community in the 16th and 17th centuries

Kim Ho"

Abstract

(Zhuangzi) was first introduced to Korea during the Three Kingdoms Period and
influenced many writers during the Goryeo and Joseon periods. There is no doubt about
this. Joseon Dynasty led the publication of the (Zhuangzi) from the early days of its
founding > and even studied lecture with (Zhuangzi) in Royal Court. In the Joseon
Dynasty > the 16th and 17th centuries were a very special time in the process of changing
the perception of the (Zhuangzi) . Because many scholars were very enthusiastic about
reading it then > and some scholars expressed their feelings through the book and granted
academic status to it. This is due to the same way in which the people of Ming ang Qing
periods of China. This paper is intended to give a basic review to the academic ethos -
Zhuangzi is interpreted from Confucian perspectives of Joseon's academic community in
the 16th and 17th centuries. The main content is twofold. First © we investigate an
annotated edition > which became popular in Joseon among many annotated edition of
(Zhuangzi) . And through this - we will explain the basic characteristics of the study of
Zhuangzi in Joseon Dynasty. Second © we would like to start by looking at what made
Joseon scholars in the 16th and 17th centuries interested in (Zhuangzi) . Next - this
paper would like to find the material that Zhuangzi is interpreted from Confucian

perspectives and explain the concrete meaning of such interpretation.

* Associate Professor, Chinese Language & literature, Sungkyunkwan University, korea.
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