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Pictures Loaded with Aspiration:

A Study of Women-authored Inscriptions on Kezi tu

Clara Wing-chung Ho"

Abstract

Kezi tu (FRT[E) is a category of paintings that illustrates scences of parents giving
lessons to their children in an artistic form. It became fashionable in China around the Qing
period (1644-1912). There are mainly two types of kezi tu focusing on mothers. The first
kind includes paintings drawn by sons or other artists on their behalf. Filial sons did so to
honor their mothers. The second category of kezi tu includes paintings produced by the
mothers themselves. Only limited works of both types survive until today. However, many
inscriptions of individual artwork could be found in anthologies and collected works.
Therefore, it is still possible for modern readers to imagine or reconstruct the original
pictures basing on surviving texts.

This article analyses women-authored inscriptions of kezi tu and studies how women
demonstrated their agency and subjectivity via inscribing kezi fu paintings focusing on
themselves or others. Qing women writers were known for their enthusiasm in producing
writings of different genres, and channeling their voices in a male-oriented world. Inscribed
texts on kezi tu is an invaluable source for us to explore how Qing women defended their

say in history.

Keywords: kezi tu, ke’er tu, ke 'nii tu, inscriptions, paintings
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