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Transcendence, Corporality and Ethics in

Chuang-Tzu : from the Perspective of Transformation

Yang Wan-i*

Abstract

Different from Socrates who tries to achieve the duality of transcendence by means of
marking the distance between the mind and the body, Chuang-Tzu's thinking has provided a
different signification for transcendence. Therefore, the meaning of the transcendence has
been highlighted not only by unfolding the transformation of the "body-qi subject" as the
roc (Peng), but also by the transformation of the large tree which indicates the great utility
of futility altering "Qi" of the universe. Especially the latter one, this entity of "Dao", is the
living entity existing in the phenomenal world, not the "Being" hanging on the other shore.
This life rooted in the Earth, its transcendence that is realized by overcoming the gravity
and upward climbing, is simultaneously the transformation arising out of the body. In this
article, we will attempt to manifest the signification of the transcendence based on "the
corporality (la corporéité)”, and unfold the relation between the transcendence and the
corporality from the point of view of transformation. And last but not least, we also attempt
to demonstrate the ethical subject of Daoism acting without the desire for action, living in
the great transformation (DaHua).

Keywords: Transcendence, Chuang-Tzu, Ethic, corporality, Lévinas
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