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A Study of Vietnam’s Sinographic Hexametric Poetry

from the 10th to the 19th Centuries

Nguyén Thanh Ting”~  Nguyén Tuan Cuong

Abstract

Sinographic hexametric poetry (or six-character poetry) is a compelling genre of the Sinitic
poetic repertoire. The transmission of Sinitic culture and poetry in pre-modern East Asia gave rise
to the employment of that genre in the region at the same time. The Sinographic hexametric
poetry in China, Korea, and Japan have been under thorough scholarly scrutiny and recognition,
concerning the process of reception and development, major characteristics and appearances,
evolution and transmission. Nevertheless, the issue of Sinographic hexametric poetry in the pre-
20th century Vietnam is in a paucity of academic interest. In actuality, there did exist a stream of
Sinographic hexametric poetry with its abundant development and archivement in the course of
nearly thousand years (10th - 19th centuries). In the context of East Asian poetics, there could be
figured out several differences in the adaption and composition of Vietnam’s Sinographic
hexametric poetry in comparison with other countries. Those differences provide an amount of
positive significances as well as scholarly values to the research on the reception of Sinitic culture
and Sinitic poetry in Sinosphere countries.

Keywords: Sinographic Hexametric Poetry, East Asian Poetics, Vietnam, Transmission,
Reception
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