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The Study of Zhu Xi’s “Principle in mind”

Chen Chia-ming”*

Abstract

The Study of Zhu Xi’s “Principle in mind”--would reconfirm Zhu Xi’s theory of the
relationship between Mind and Principle. In this paper, we would comprehend that Zhu Xi
is “Principle in Mind” and the mind would know “Moral laws” originally . We want to
obtain three conclusions.

First, Zhu Xi’s thought could not be regarded as “Principle is mind”. However, his
Mind is not only cognitive or psychological mind. So we must comprehend that Zhu Xi’s
“Principle and Material Force ( 5% ) are one” and “Principle and Mind are
one”.Consequently, Zhu Xi’s “Principle in mind” would be between Lu Shiangshan and
Wang Yangming’s “Principle is mind” and Mou Zongsan’s “Principle connect with Mind”

(,00E ) . This opinion might be Zhu Xi’s real intention.

Secondly, Zhu Xi’s investigation (#%%7) is not only a function of cognition. Its
intention would be signifying human’s function of conscience. This is not “retrospective
recognition” (& E&=E ) . But his investigation certainly could reveal principle is in mind
originally.

Finally, Zhu Xi’s “principle in mind” is the same as “principle moves in material
force”. So we can say Zhu Xi’s Ethics its moral dynamics. Originally, Zhu Xi’s principle
could not stimulate moral dynamics. But in this paper, we could confirm his principle really

can guide people’s mind to practice moral behaviors.

Keywords: Zhu Xi, Mou Zongsan, Principle is Mind, Principle connect with mind,
investigation, Moral laws
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