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The Study on the path of Wang An Shi in his
interpretations of the Shi Jing and analyzing his using of

ritual laws to interpret the Shi Jing

Huang Chung-shen”

Abstract

The Shi Jing Xin Yi , written by Wang An Shi, is an academic text and a book of
examination full of political views. This paper studies the Shi Jing studies of Wang An Shi,
using Shi Jing Xin Yi as the main investigation text and The collected works of Wang An Shi
as the secondary text. From these two texts, this paper observes the diligent of Wang An Shi
in being sage inside and being kingly outside, also to inspect the issues encountered during
his process. The whole paper explains the Shi Jing Xin Yi from three perspectives. First, by
observing Wang An Shi’s understanding of doctrines and clarifying his grasp of the
connotation of it, we can further more inspect his interpretations to it. Second, this paper
analyzes the interpretation path of Shi Jing Xin Yi. Through the annotated Shi Jing of Wang
An Shi, it inspects how he modifies the doctrines in classical literatures as a theorem to use
in daily life. Third, this paper discovers the features behind how Wang An Shi interpreted the
Shi Jing, also, through analyzing and setting examples, it reviews the difficulties he may had
encountered while completing it. Through this paper, the route traits and defects of how
Wang An Shi used ritual laws to interpreted the Shi Jing, can be surfaced even more
specifically.

Keywords: Wang An Shi, political reform, Shi Jing Xin Yi, Shi Xu, using ritual laws to
interpret the Shi Jing
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