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Women study and their poetic talents—Poetry extracts

and comments of the women textbooks in Ming dynasty

Lien Wen-ping”

Abstract

In Ming dynasty, the women textbooks have been adopted to collect the virtues and
moral models through history books to shape the ideal female images and to promote the
women study. By women's poetic insights, this paper inspects the relationship between the
women textbooks and women poetry writing in Ming dynasty. It’s found that women poetry
writing was not encouraged at then, also not allow their poems to be boasted. But if
she-who has been a motherly model and has the poetic talents with works, then she can be a
noble model of both women virtue and poetic talent.To extract the female poetry in Ming
dynasty are mainly biographical women textbooks. Most of their poems related to survival,
life sufferings, marriage managements, etc. The poetic women have their autonomy of
independent writing and tell their own aspirations through poetry. But most of them are
forced or passive to appear their poems in public.The readers study the textbooks writings
are mainly to know the female virtues and duties, and carry out in daily life. But for some
female talent readers, these bring them creative inspirations, the thinking of talent or
virtue, and the selections of poetic works to be burned or spread. All these are one page of
the female poetry which should not be neglected.

Keywords: women study, poetic talent, poetry, the women textbooks, female poet, Ming
dynasty

* Associate Professor at the Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University, Taiwan.



