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Studies on the Late Qing Pictorial Images of Zhong Kui

Held in Russia

Yang Yu-jun *

Abstract

This study investigates the late Qing woodblock prints (nianhua 25), currently held
in the Museum of History of Religion, St. Petersburg, Russia. The Russian Sinologist
Vasily Mikhailovsky Alexeyev purchased them during his trip to China in early 20"
century. Emphasis is placed on pictures featuring Zhong Kui that were used on Dragon
Boat Festival to expel evil spirits. | point out that the study of Zhong Kui images had leaned
heavily on the side of literati painting. However, as a character born out of exorcism, the
research of Zhong Kui’s image should not be extracted from its context of folk religion.

I begin with a description of the first account of Zhong Kui portrait and the subsequent
merge of Zhong Kui with the exorcist customs of Dragon Boat Festival. Then | analyze
several pictures of Zhong Kui and identify certain pictorial motives. 1 come to the
conclusion that Zhong Kui picture found in those wood block prints can be classified into
Master Zhang type, Kuixing type, and the five demons type. The compositions of these
prints offer us a glimpse of the boundaries or blurred boundaries between the sophisticated
literati painting and commercial artisan painting.

Keywords: Zhong Kui, Duanwu, Master Zhang, Kuixing, five demons

* Associate Professor, Chung Cheng University, Taiwan.



