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Chu Hsi’s Du Shu Fa (8%, Methodology for

Reading Texts) and Interpretation of the Classics

Lin Chi-Ping”

Abstract

The interpretation of the classics is an important area of study in research on the
Chinese classics. Over the ages, scholars have put forth fascinating interpretations of the
classics using a variety of methods and approaches, including the compilation of glossaries
and commentaries, textual analysis and analysis of the doctrines. The interpretations of the
classics and methodology formulated by Chu Hsi, a great Confucian scholar of the Song
Dynasty are particularly noteworthy. This article explores Chu Hsi’s Du Shu Fa GEZE %)
for interpreting the Chinese classics and shows how Du Shu Fa was not only a
methodological technique for interpreting the classics. Chu Hsi had been inspired by the
works of the great sages throughout history. Thus, this article primarily focuses on Chu
Hsi’s beliefs behind his interpretation of the classics. This article will first delineate two
different perspectives and approaches to Chu Hsi’s interpretation of the classics formulated
by scholars in recent years. Secondly, this article delves into the Confucian imagery present
in Chu Hsi’s discussions of Confucian orthodoxy including the relationship between Du
Shu Fa and the core concepts and theoretical framework of Confucian orthodoxy. Finally,
this paper analyzes the assets and drawbacks of Chu Hsi’s interpretation of the classics.

Keywords: Chu Hsi, interpretation of the Chinese classics, Methodology for Reading Texts,
beliefs, Confucian

* Distinguished Professor, Dept. of Chinese Literature/Dean, College of Liberal Arts, National Chengchi
University, Taiwan.
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