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pp. 97-107, 124.
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8 Chen Jianhua (F# 2= ), “A Myth of Violet: Zhou Shoujuan and the Literary Culture of Shanghai, 1911-1927”
(Ph.D. Diss. Harvard University, 2002).
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Fashion is No Crime:The Aesthetics of Editorship,
Political Awareness and Cultural Imaginary of the

Semi-Monthly Ziluolan

Pan Shaw-yu

Abstract

The semi-monthly Ziluolan (Violet, 1925-1930), edited by the famous Mandarin Duck
and Butterfly writer Zhou Shoujuan (1895-1968), was an exceptionally successful
magazine in the Republican period. It reflected the urban middle class readers’ taste and
accordingly attained high popularity on the literary market. Zhou intensified his personal
“myth of Violet” in this magazine and invited his fellow writers to join in, which eventually
invoked a “fashion of violet” in late 1920s to 1930s Shanghai. By examining both images
and articles in Ziluolan, this paper analyzes the aesthetics of Zhou’s editorship which
centered on the manipulation of the image of violet, his cultural imaginary which combined
the old and the new, Chinese and Western, and his indirect political agenda contained in the
fashion writings in this magazine. Facing the hazardous political situation and the fierce
conflicts between various ideologies, Zhou’s strategy was to blur the political tendency of
his magazine, to accommodate works from diverse literary groups, and to avoid conflicts.
As a result, Ziluolan became a relatively open literary field that acquired public and
commercial characteristics, which helped to make it a legendary cultural product in late
1920s Shanghai.

Keywords: Zhou Shoujuan, Ziluolan, aesthetics of editorship, cultural imaginary, politics
of fashion
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