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2 See Perry Link, Jr., Mandarin Ducks and Butterflies: Popular Fiction in Early Twentieth-Century Chinese
Cities (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1981), p. 20.

“ Denis de Rougemont, Love in the Western World, trans. Montgomery Belgion (New York and London:
Harper Colophon Books, 1974), pp. 17-26.
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% Wen-hsin Yeh, Shanghai Splendor: Economic Sentiments and the Making of Modern China, 1843-1949
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007), p. 8.
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4 Michel de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life, trans. Steven Rendall (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1984).

5% Marcel Mauss: The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies, trans. W. D. Halls
(London, New York: Routledge, 1990).



264 W IE E 2R 5

& (Arjun Appadurai) f£ CHARRVERAME) FAE ARGV A U E BB E A FBHIAC
REE > NSV SR B (E R b U R — TR AR 2[RI - A F Ry — R nI 1T HYEE
1R T O R T TIRARIBIGE > DU ERET R T ACIREN ISR | - RS T g
A Ay > BEA MR - AR ZENERES TR HEAEER » SR —EEFR
I 3 o SCERAR Gt S R A M e A R TSR A IR O 2 - A SRR R SRR
TERGBTET - RSN FREREENIR o E R T R ERR(F R > HE bR
L > ANCREF TIPS RIS 2 AE AR - 1B — BRI R EE R P AR Y B RS (A A
AR TR A > T R A TR P A A 0 T 22 ] T Y AR PR SO BRI 5 B
BHE - SR an B LR T AR R AV BRENAINE BTV AR -

EEBIRE CREETER ) S TEAVEN R ELE 3T SN O R i AR IH
TSR T BRI EEE - USSR R AN AE BEHE Bl SR RN A Z R P At - B L
BRES T —(ERAZEEE R BEMATFUIERT > IEASMEHYR(E ASTERS - EAVER
DIAREF 2 itkr ) 5 Yo e (e M AR AY > iSRS A H (i EfS e ry - B2 1910 4 3
HAseRBIZCM S (R E R ) (Woman’s Home Companion)yEfI{E flE_E+531H
L THSR ~ -8 ~ T OAdEEFEIS R —UE RIS ARSI AIE T - e
18 EHIAHERE - tEAE - B — 1A 5 i fE o 2O » (B IESE A Ut i A 2K FEAE -
MEAEF T EERAIT RAELE R TR - M I Ae 2 AR THRL S AN SR EERT > A
TERIERESE LRREIAVZCT - Mim] DI T REERI ) - ERMARMEETIVNARIPE © 4
M NEFETHYE > B R RS (E=ER T 7 BRI IR M HISE T-2E A - AR S 2 [
FERA TR ? EMOHE A DIRAEs T  IEEmAvREE T - i n ety — (&
& 1M AREACE G MATHG: - HILEZR - MWEIRH(HRE A AR - A FE R A ERHD
WA -

W EBEGLE (1 > BRGNS AN R - B SEE fE ERE ] & it
E o BEAEREE  IERRLLIZEIRE > Al A G - FRERTE - mEELE
FEE e R TR - SR - MR T A MIRYEES (5 B M IR - fAY R -
ERELIE ~ AIRERIS % S 2 UEiia L —  SENEEREN —(EFRTE > 8
L [EIHRF A A S B Ry R AR - FEIER AV SRR 503 1 1F Ry 2 ) R ZE IR RL e 2= TR )
TEFE AR » e RERTAE S ZHHEE T ARVAE - 55 — (84 A 2RI
B - ISR M E R EE R K —— R IR AU SRS E—— AR LSRR > RS (S
DRERMHIRANTAZE - 28000 > AL G Al B N A EBU G &R > N ERLEE

e

' Arjun Appadurai, Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization (Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1996).
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53 Catherine Vance Yeh, Shanghai Love: Courtesans, Intellectuals, and Entertainment Culture, 1850- 1910
(Seattle: University of Washington Press), 2006.
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Zhou Shoujuan and Violet:
The Formation of Literary Commodity and Its

Cultural Significance

Chen Jian-hua =

Abstract

In early Republican years Zhou Shoujuan was known for his sad love stories, most of
which, according to himself, express his first failed love with a girl named Violet in English.
However, this essay examines the figure of Violet published and circulated in cultural space
of 1920s Shanghai. In The Violet magazine edited by Zhou, his literary fellows and readers
created Miss Violet, complicatedly identified with flower, Zhou’s secret lover, cover girls,
and the magazine itself. In the formation of literary commodity, signs of Violet are
hybridized with romantic stories in West and China, classical rhetoric, gossip, and
advertising strategies. The discourse of Violet was like a prism refracting visions of new
woman, fashion, civil society and better future, ramified with popular enlightenment,
literary modernity, gender, and power relations. In the end, this essay will analyze how the
literary tradition of flower and beauty is invented by the form of literary commodity in the

modern time, imbued with politics, aesthetics, and gender problem.

Keywords: Zhou Shoujuan, Violet, literary commodity, flower and beauty, cultural

significance
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