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Interpretation of “Body Phenomenology” in “Things

upon Tao” of Zhuangzi

. . ES
Lai Hsi-san

Abstract

Zhuangzi significantly influences Chinese artistic tradition. “Tao” of Zhuangzi is
usually treated as the ultimate presentation of subject of Chinese artistic spirit. By context
of metaphysics in Wei Jin Dynasty, philosophy of Zhuangzi is specifically transformed into
landscape poetry and landscape painting. Because of the relationship between Zhuangzi and
Chinese landscape poetry and painting, and there are many researchers who have
constructed common consensus, this paper does not repeat the common points of Eastern
culture. By cross-cultural interpretation, this paper explores Zhuangzi below: interpretation
of body phenomenology in body subject of modern painting, particularly by the comparison
with interpretation of Merleau-Ponty on modern painting of painters such as Paul Cezanne.
By dialogue between Zhuangzi and Eye and Mind, this paper attempts to expose “skill

progress by Tao” through quiet body experience in painting.

Keywords: Zhuangzi, Merleau-Ponty, body, space, painting
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