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On the Relationship between Wu Bin as a Layman

Painter and his Painting Style

Chen Yun-ru®

Abstract
Wu Bin was born in Putian, Fujian, active mainly during the reign of Emperor Wanli
(1573-1620 ) . Although the life of Wu Bin is rather obscure, the eccentric and fantastic
style of his landscape and Buddhist figure paintings was greatly admired. Through the
study of anthologies in Ming dynasty, we found Wu Bin was actually a Buddhist devotee
who became a layman painter. This paper aims to illustrate the relationship between Wu
Bin as a layman painter and his fantastic realm of painting.

To begin with, this paper would reconstruct Wu Bin as a Buddhist devotee from
textual records, supplementing the context of related Buddhist figure paintings. Secondly,
the author would like to ponder on the possible connection between Wu Bin’s landscape
painting and his Buddhist beliefs. In short, the painting of Wu Bin is deeply rooted in the
culture of late Ming Buddhism. The importance of his religious belief cannot be
emphasized too much, therefore a key to the understanding of his eccentric painting.

* Associate Curator, National Palace Museum, Taiwan.
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