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The Artistic State of Qu and Landscape Painting in
Yuan Dynasty:Seven-Miles Bank and “Dwelling in the

Fuchun Mountains”

Wang Shi-pei”

Abstract

This paper will re-examine Wang Guowei’s artistic concept of “yiging” in The History
of Drama in Song-Yuan Dynasty, using the core example of Yuankan zaju Seven-Miles
Bank (Qilitan) to interpret his comments and evaluation on Yuanqu, trying to give this
critical term a proper and applied contemporary significance. Methodologically, this paper
will analyze sanqu and its authors/literati at first, and then focus on the famous landscape
painting, Huang Gongwang’s “Dwelling in the Fuchun Mountains” ( Fuchun shanju tu) ,
through which we got a whole picture about the atmosphere of the times and the state of
minds of Yuan literati/writers. Finally, by close-reading of the dramatic text of Seven-Miles
Bank, the playwright’s attempt on Yan Ziling narration could reply how the idea of
withdrawal (ying) connected with Yuan literati’s internal life and their words/paintings,
which at the end formed the characteristic of yijing of Yuanqu. Therefore, Wang Guowei’s
sparkling insight absolutely explains why Yuan drama could be treated as the representative
literature of its times.

Keywords: Yuanqu, Yan Ziling, fishing platform(diaoyu tai), withdrawal(yingyi), fishing
hidden(yuying)
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