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Wei shi chu wu zong (R#EHESE) : Discussion on the

Type of Zhuangzi’s Mysticism

Hsien Chun-chan®

Abstract

In accordance with the comparative research in Zhuangzi’s philosophy and mysticism,
scholars propose two points of view: “integration of four major types” and “a naturalist
type of mysticism that integrates the internal and external”. This essay holds that among
these four types, “nature mysticism” and “monistic mysticism” can communicate with the
“external type” and “internal type”, while “theistic mysticism” can be considered an
external that embraces more doctrines in comparison with other types of mysticism while
“shamanic mysticism” seems to need more discussion to determine whether it can be
categorized in mysticism. On the basis of scholar research and the literature regarding the
Zhuangzi, the essay believes that Zhuangzi’s mystical experiences ought to be acquired and
categorized in a type that unites both the internal and external type and in the meantime,
surpasses them.

* Doctoral student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Central University, Taiwan.
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