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Notes on the Cultural Transformation in the Late Qing
and Early Republican Period Based on the Cultural

Blueprint in New story of the stone

Chen Wen-xin®, Wang Tong-zhou™

Abstract

New story of the stone, written by Wu Jianren , a famous novelist of late Qing Dynasty,
continued to use the characters of The Story of the Stone(Dream of the Red
Chamber),while its core plot showing how Jia Baoyu et al “met the 20th century”.
Encountering the influences of Western culture and civilization, how could controversial
Chinese scholars cope with the challenge from the Western? How could China keep its own
independence? These questions were what Wu Jianren wanted to answer through the
cultural blueprint design, which mainly contained the process of sculpturing ideal
personality and describing ideal social system. On the one hand, he put forward the idea of
the “integration of Chinese culture and western technology” as an answer, however, on the
other hand, he was quite uncertain about it. So the view of wholesale westernization can be
seen obviously.,and we find that “the quintessence of a country” he wanted to preserve is
westernized. Noting on the cultural transformation in the late Qing and early Republican
period based on the cultural blueprint in New story of the stone, we can get a vivid
impression of the transformation of the spirit of its time.

Keywords: New story of the stone, model restructure, the late Qing and early Republican
period “integration of Chinese culture and western technology”, wholesale

westernization
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