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On “Golden Age” Writing and the Consciousness of

Monarchism in Chu Tsu-mou’s Festal Ci Poetry

Hou Ya-wen"

Abstract

It has long been a literary tradition that poets write on festal days. Some celebrate the
peace of society while others deliver their own sentiments. Most of the poems are closely
connected with the moods of the time and personal life. The social environment arrived at a
time of dramatic changes since the late Ching Dynasty. Demands for national and political
reforms became stronger and stronger. Moreover, the traditional Han culture was
confronted with a dire crisis due to the invasion of Western civilization. Thus, some
traditional senior officials expressed their thoughts about the social changes through poetry.
For example, Chu Tsu-mou, (1857-1931)a former vice minister of the Ministry of Rites and
of the Ministry of Personnel and the leader of Ci poets in his later years, often expressed his
sentiments about the country in his Ci poetry collection “Jiang Cun Yu Ye,” (5&K[:E
F)especially those for festal days, in which he would frequently write about the festivals
during the golden age and the greatness of wise rulers. Those Ci poems were usually
written when the Ching Dynasty found itself in a state of crisis, when heated debates in
society raged between Democracy and Monarchism. Hence, the political implications of
Chu Tsu-mou’s writing should be highlighted. It should be observed that he prioritized the
Han tradition of Monarchism while accepting and echoing the calls for Constitutional
Monarchy at that time, realizing the spirit of “Westernized Chinese Style” of the age.

Chu Tsu-mou alludes to and retells stories of past rulers and their ministers related to
the festal days in his Ci poems in the spirit of admiration. The yearning purposefully
reminds other intellectuals of the traditional merits of the Han Monarchy. Accordingly, the

study has two primary aims. Firstly, it elaborates the themes of the “Golden Age” and

3
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“Monarchism” expressed in Chu Tsu-mou’s Festal Ci Poetry. Secondly, it shows how Chu
Tsu-mou’s Festal Ci Poetry realizes the spirit of “Westernized Chinese Style” in the

political trends of Constitutional Monarchy.

Keywords: Chu Tsu-mou, festal days, golden age, Constitutional Monarchy, Westernized
Chinese Style
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