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A Research on Liang Qichao’s Family Lecture

Activities

Xia Xiao-hong®

Abstract

Based on the recently discovered manuscripts of Liang Qichao, this essay focuses on a
reconstruction of Liang’s two lectures in his family circle. Besides the exploration of the
contents of the lectures, | will also discuss the deep significant of the lectures by embedding
them into the context of Liang’s intelligent development. The first lecture took place in
Japan between 1909 and 1910, where Liang taught his daughter Liang Sishun the Chinese
writing and rhetoric. In order to resist the powerful influence of the Japanese language and
cultural environment, Liang intended to make his daughter familiar with traditional Chinese
intellectual resources. The second lecture took place in summer 1918, whose content
consists in two parts: one of them was focusing on “academic schools” and the other was
dealing with Mencius. The manuscripts of them were both saved. In my opinion, the former
titled Notes on the Learning of Qing Dynasty( { giii& —{CE fiT{# =% ) ) could be regarded
as a preparation of Liang’s two famous works written in 1920s, i.e. Introduction to the
Learning of Qing Dynasty ( (;&{tCEfiTf%sm) )and The History of Chinese Learning in
Recent Three Hundred Years ( { F %1 = HF2f152 ) ); while the latter titled Review on
Mencius ( (£8 (& T) ) ) has also contributed a lot to Liang’s public lecture on “A Brief
History of National Learning” which took subsequently at Tsinghua School in 1920 and
1921. The reach of the influence of these lectures was thus far beyond Liang’s family circle;
even the intellectual public has benefited a lot from them later.

Keywords: Liang Qichao, family lecture, Chinese writing and rhetoric, The Learning of
Qing Dynasty, Mencius

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Peking University, China..
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