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Towards the composition of Hong Lou Meng from the
Multi-faceted Images of Jinling Shier Chai (The Twelve
Beauties of Jinling)-Centered Mainly on Jia Tanchun,

Shi Xiangyun, Miaoyu and Li Wan

Funakoshi Satoshi”

Abstract

As for the process of the composition of Hong Lou Meng (Dream of the Red Chamber),
the author of this thesis has held an idea that is quite different from what is generally
accepted by scholars of Hong Lou Meng studies. The author explored the relation between
the multi-faceted image of Wang Xifeng and the composition of Hong Lou Meng in his
thesis written in Chinese, Towards the composition of Hong Lou Meng from the
multi-faceted image of Wang Xifeng, published in the 3rd issue of Acta Linguistica et
Litteraturaria Sinica Occidentalia (ALLSO). And the author in this thesis studied the
multi-faceted images of other women characters like Jia Tanchun, Shi Xiangyun, Miaoyu
and Li Wan and the relation of their multi-faceted images with the composition of Hong
Lou Meng. Through the present verification, this thesis shows how Cao Xueqin had
changed his thinking during the creation of the splendid great masterpiece, Hong Lou
Meng.

Keywords: composition of Hong Lou Meng (Dream of the Red Chamber), Jinling shier
chai (The Twelve Beauties of Jinling), Jia Tanchun, Shi Xiangyun, Miaoyu

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, Nagoya University of Foreign Studies, Japan.
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