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The Later Drama Remains of Yuanqu Zaju

Xie Yu-feng *

Abstract

The performance of Yuanqu Zaju ( JTHiZER] ) was not so popular after the rise of
Kunqu Opera ( Epffi) reformed by Weiliangfu and Liangchenyu in the middle Ming
Dynasty.But favored by the the royal household of Ming Dynasty and the literati and
officialdom it had been handed down even to now days.There were some differences when
the performance of Yuanqu Zaju in the middle Ming and Qing Dynasty compared with the
performance in the Yuan Dynasty. The most obvious difference was that the performance of
Yuanqu Zaju in the Ming and Qing Dynasty seems more dramatic. And the difference is
incarnated in the typical performance Yuanqu Zaju in the Ming and Qing Dynasty and the
decrease in the Singing and increase in the spoken parts in the opera. And at the same
time > the performance of Yuanqu Zaju in the Ming and Qing Dynasty mainly maintains the
form of singing by one person and the music style of singing in the Yuan Dynasty which we
could still see in the more than twenties zhezixi( $7F&% ) handed down in some documents
such as Jiugongdachengnanbeicigongpu({ JL = AR IEEE = 2L ) ) > Nashuyingqupu({ 44
EMHEE)) and so on.

Keywords: Yuanqu Zaju, suit of qu, beiqu, nanqu, kunqu opera

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Nanjing University, China.
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