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The Influence of Classics Commentary to the

Transformation of Cultural Paradigm

Andrew Plaks”

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to describe how classical Chinese scholars elucidated
their own philosophical thinking through commentaries to the classics. It maintains,
moreover, that such interpretation was often intimately bound to changes in the external
political and cultural environment. This article points out that, since early Qing
Confucians placed the blame for the fall of the Ming Dynasty on the philosophies of Lu
Jiuyuan and Wang Yangming (i.e. — the so-called “the Learning of the Mind”), there
occurred at that time a shift in academic interests that emphasized a materialistic
philosophical system centered on a “Theory of Qi (Material Force).” This modification of

the scope of the history of Chinese philosophy is much worthy of scholars’ attention.

Keywords: classics interpretation, Zhu Xi, Wang Yangming, Wang Chuanshan, Daxue (the
Great Learning)

* Emeritus Professor, East Asian Studies and Comparative Literature, Princeton University, USA.
Professor, East Asian Studies, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel.
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