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A Comparison of Images of the Dead in Wuhe’s “Bone

Collecting” and Kenzaburo Oe’s “Lavish Are the Dead”

%
Ogasawara Jun

Abstract

A representative work of nativist modernism, Wuhe’s “Bone Collecting” deals with
universal ethical issues of life, death and sex. These basic existential issues crystallize
around the “mother” figure and the “I” narrator. This story takes “pure literature” to a new
level. Wuhe makes use of recurrent images and symbols of sex and mortality, but what kind
of realm has he entered and what does he wish to express? And where are the boundaries
between life and death, flesh and spirit? One can compare Wuhe’s unorthodox “death
writing” to Kenzaburo Oe’s. In the 1950s Kenzaburo Oe made repeated attempts at an
alienating aesthetics of death in his writing, the most conspicuous example being his short
story “Lavish Are the Dead.” We can ask the same kinds of questions of it. This, then, is the
problematic of this article, which endeavors to reread the imagery > both maternal and

morbid, in “Bone Collecting” from a Japanese-Taiwanese comparative literary perspective.

Keywords: Wuhe, Oe Kenzaburd, death writing, returning to the womb, existentialism
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