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Portraying Zen as Inky Plum Blossoms, Using
Metaphors for Moral Descriptions and the Art of
Freehand: the Blending of Poetry, Paintings and Zen in

Song Dynasty

Chang Kao-ping’

Abstract

The images of plum blossoms in poems, developing from practical functions in Qin
and Han Dynasties to aesthetic objects in Six Dynasties, Tang and Ten Dynasties,
accomplish their symbolic significance in Song Dynasty. Affected by the Song-type Culture,
the fulfillment of plum blossoms’ symbolic significance is inspired by Confucian culture of
using metaphor for moral description, literati’s techniques of freehand and Zen masters’
game-playing as well. In addition, the flourishing of object-chanting and inscription poetry
also help the blending of poetry, paintings and Zen. Among all of the literati in Song
Dynasty, Lin B, St Shi and Hua Guang Zhong Rén make great contribution to build up the
images of plum blossoms as the metaphor of Jin Zi’s seclusion. In short, no one else

dedicates to the fulfillment of plum blossom’s symbolic significance than what they do.

Keywords: inky plum blossoms, portraying zen, inscription poetry, using metaphors for

moral descriptions, the art of freehand

: Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan.
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