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From Plaintive to Plaintive without Being Morbid:
A Comparison Study on the Poems Entitled “Stirred by My

Experience” of Ch’en Tzu-ang and Chang Chiu-Ling

Ding Han™

Abstract

In the context of Chinese traditional literature, the shaping of a theme often
takes a long time, which provide a rich inheritance for the successors to carry
forward. One of the most typical examples is “Kan-yl &% Theme” in poems.
These pieces are thematically and stylistically close to each other, but more and
more aesthetically satisfying and intellectual complex. The mission of this
monographic essay is to not only explore how the pre-T’ang poetry evolve in the
direct tradition of “Kan-yu ;%8 Theme” before Ch’en Tzu-ang (ca.661-702), but
also examine how Chang Chiu-Ling (678-740) take Ch’en and other predecessors as
his principal model in composition, based on the two series of poems with the same
title written by these two poets. Moreover, | will further the investigation of the
correlation between political vicissitude and style changes of poetry during the
transitional period of early-high T ang, as well as the contributing factors leading to
influence the poetic craft of Ch’en and Chang. Afterwards, | will offer in-depth
analysis on the process of Chang’s creating and changing in respect of the technical
versatility and the inner tone. Indeed, above all, | suggest that these two poets’ works
iIs more varied than the reponses of earlier critics would consider on the role what
Ch’en and Chang play in the path to the high T ang poetry.
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* Stephen Owen translated Kan-yii g% as “Stirred by My Experience”. See Owen, Stephen. The Poetry of the
Early T’ang (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977), p.68.

™ Ph.D Student, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of Singapore, Singapore.



