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Interpretation of Five “Dream” Fables in Zhuang Zi

Lai Hsi-san"

Abstract
This paper treats “dream” fables in Zhuang Zi as subjects and the author divides them
into affective dream, no dream of real human, fabricated dream, strange dream and
transformed dream. The writing of these five dream fables is analyzed individually.
Secondly, the author connects the relationships among them to interpret and construct
literary techniques and philosophy of dream fables in Zhuang Zi. In other words, dream

fable is the technique of writing and it conveys the philosophy of experience.

Keywords: Zhuang Zi, dream, fable, fabrication, transformation

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Cheng University, Taiwan.
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