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From Grief to Blessing: A Testimony of the White

Terror

David Der-wei Wang®

Abstract

This essay discusses Professor Kang-i Sun-Chang’s—a renowned scholar of Chinese
literature—first-hand experience of the White Terror and her memoir Journey Through the
White Terror. The essay explains the historical background and political context of the
White Terror in Taiwan, a period of intense governmental surveillance and suppression, and
reflects on what narratives and discourses about such (post)trauma mean to the following
generations. Journey Through the White Terror begins with the Sun family’s cross-strait
move and continues to record a series of ordeals that fell upon the family after the eruption
of the February 28 Incident. The ill-fated Incident linked together the life of Sun’s father, a
Chinese Mainlander, and her mother’s older brother, a leftist; it brought to the author a
painful loss of paternal care, to her mother much toil and labor, and to her father a
post-traumatic self-silencing. Their stories reveal the irrationality of history and many
symptoms of terror. What is noteworthy is that Professor Sun-Chang’s writing casts light on
the struggle between narrating violence and its “impossible narratibility,” thereby leaving
records of her blessings, of support, friendship, and love for her family, and of self-esteem.
Her memoir is a testimony to a tremendous transformation of a life that was full of grief to
a life full of blessings; a testimony that allows us to reconsider violence and justice, as well

as trauma and salvation in the modern history of Taiwan and China.

Keywords: Kang-i Sun-Chang, White Terror, Journey Through the White Terror, Trauma

narrative, Luku Incident

" Edward C. Henderson Professor of Chinese Literature, Department of East Languages and Civilizations,
Harvard University, U.S.A.
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