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Happy Heart, Playful Pen: the Contents of Li-yu’s
Concept of “Yiu Shi Sheng Tong™ and its Spiritual

Cultivation

Kao Mei-hua®

Abstract

First the text starts with Li-yu’s view point of life. He knows well the uncertainty of all
the things in life, and does not insist perfection in writing style. Life is like a drama, only to
widen vision, and to see through the whole may avoid short sight and annoyance. He tends
to have a happy heart, and transfers it to playful pen. He claims he himself is not Buddha,
nor immortal. He is but willing to entertain people and to save people in hope that joy may
spread over the world and human being may keep away from bitter annoyance.

The text discusses mainly about Li-yu’s Yiu-Shi-Sheng-Tong (Jj#gk28) in (Li Ong |
Chia Yen Wen Gii(545—% = #)) and (Ping Jien Tsuan Chi Liang Chung (/&
%7 _f&#) yand its research on the contents of Yiu-Shi-Sheng-Tong and the concept of literary
men and Buddhism. To the Yiu-Shi-Sheng-Tong of literary men, he gives an affirmative
definition: under the premise of extremely great changing of feeling and emotion in
literature to fully release the inner pressure in our heart, the unfeeling things like
grass,wood, worm and fish, may then be gifted with life, and are able to talk to people, and
share the same feelings of human beings vicissitudes of life . It further mentions about the
condition of to be handled down for generations, besides fanciful plots, and exact writing
must also guide people to the right path, and be good to cultivate their good manners.
Through the evaluation of Tho-Ye-Ye-Lao’s (ZHSE7%) (Hiang Chao Ting(F5.5)) , he
moves from Wen- Shin-Bien-Hwa(=Z /[ 88(E) to Fo-Li-Tsu- Bei({fi J72&7E), not only
caring about the author’s writings in Yiu-Shi-Sheng-Tong , but also combining the

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan.
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characters and scenes in the play. And it praises the author’s clear insight and intention of
saving the world.

Further from the view of Playful Pen , the concept of Yiu-Shi-Sheng-Tong in the
performance of the play, and from the fanciful function of the play, the cultural and the
dramatic effect, the figures classified as ghost and immortal , it concludes they are realistic
achievements as analyzed by scholars. And, by the stage of Yiu-Shi- Sheng-Tong in writing,
and Li-yu’s view of ghosts and immortals, it induces to achieve the contents of Happy
Heart’s spirit. Li-yu seeks innovation in common daily life. However, the way of writing is
in fact through the spirit, the highest stage of writing is achieved with the help of gods. He
objects superstition, but for secular people look for and close to fairy tale, and Guanyin is
not an old Buddha, but a nowadays hot person, the gods and Buddha should therefore
coexist with secular people, and be able to change a fool to be a wise, and that is where
their spirit may exist.

All in all, what it states about Yiu-Shi-Sheng-Tong does not limit in the fancy theme of
ghosts and immortals, but exists more in the presentation of human figures. Take the
example of (Nai Ho Tien (Z={A[2X)) , it includes the commentary of Zhi TsenTao Jen(‘s&:
2748 N\), and points out at one hand Li-yu ’s sarcastic, and cynical original thinking, and
transform colossal intellect and power, and at other hand also points out that the fantastic
dexterity of words and plots which are non-artificial, is a real mending sky and smelting
stone. This covers writing stage and the intention of helping to save the human world.

In the final conclusion of Li-yu’s Playful Pen, it talks about a creation writing stage of
non-human power, but with inner help from gods;Happy Heart is a merciful transformation
of mercy with a cool detachment, but also with sympathy to expel annoyance of secular
people - Maitreya Buddha(5##)) is a face he borrow to use. And Turita (13X is an
ideal world he tends to build.

Keywords: Li-yu, Happy Heart, Playful Pen, Yiu Shi Sheng Tong, Maitreya Buddha
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