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An Ecological Interpretation of Twenty-Four Grades of

Poetry

Chen Ying-cong®

Abstract

The object of eco-ethics and eco-criticism studies should not be only restricted to the
contemporary sense. In Chinese classical literary creations and criticisms, the relationship
between human being and inhuman is an unavoidable issue which has been long explored
by poets and critics. They put forward their views through different angles, such as the
relation of emotion and scenery, human and substance, subject and object. Sikong Tu’
Twenty-Four Grades of Poetry is one of the best representatives. By interpreting the
principle human being and inhuman getting along with, human’s self-cultivation, the
interaction of human being and nature, human’s spiritual characters, etc; he generalized the
relationship between human being and nature within poetry creations. Different from the
former approaching of poetic discussions, Sikong Tu studied poems by analyzing poets’
self-cultivation. He believed that poets should follow the guide of Dao by which a great

harmony of human being and nature could be reached. Those poems which have been

united in the universe of poetry should be the best and most ideal creations.

Keywords: Eco-criticism, Twenty-Four Grades of Poetry, Dao, Human being, Nature

* Doctoral Student, Division of Humanities, The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong.



48

IR R B2 ST AT




