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On the Activity of the Principles (Li) in Chu Hsi’s
interpretation of T'ung-Shu and an Explanation of the

Diagram of the Great Ultimate

Chen Chia-ming’

Abstract

In this paper, | research Chu Hsi’s interpretation of T'ung-Shu( (=) )and an
Explanation of the Diagram of the Great Ultimate( { A fd[&Ez5% ) )to justify his concept of the
principles (3£) are active and then to name it by the vital principles(4: 4 > #).

Firstly, | recognized that Chu Hsi’s Principles seems to be the cause to Chi of Yin and
Yang(f&f55a{E),but as the vital principle, they activate the Chi of Yin and Yang(faf% &
{E).It accords with Chu Hsi’s idea of “the Principles attach to material force(Chi) to
operate” (BF&TRIM1T).

Secondly, no matter what “The Great Ultimate through movement generates Yang
and it through tranquility generates Yin(&imEhim4ls @ #Fm4Ef&), or the movement of
Essence of Sincerity’s(zi#g)in Chu Hsi’s interpretation, Chu Hsi describes a ever-lasting
ans living process of The Great Ultimate. In the process, The Great Ultimate itself descends
to all things and then everything obtains its nature from it. Furthermore, the ever-lasting
and living process does not work only by material force, but also by the Principles.

Consequently, although Chu Hsi’s understanding of the Principles by “reverse
ratiocination” is different from Zhou Lien-xi's reasoning (&5 %), the Principles in Chu
Hsi’s realization are actually active and living.

Keywords: Chu Hsi, Zhou Lien-xi, Mou Zongsan, an Explanation of the Diagram of the
Great Ultimate, T'ung-Shu, The Great Ultimate
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