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The Reception of Li Shangyin’s Poetry in Ming
Dynasty: From the Aspect of Yuan Poetry Theories

Lee Yi-hsueh™

Abstract
The studies on the reception of Li Shangyin’s poetry during Jin and Yuan dynasty have not
been the focal point of relative researches. Taking a large part of Yuan poetry studies, the
poetry theory publications reflected the contemporary attitude toward poetry and were
primers for beginners to learn poetry studies, which thus brought considerable profits for
the booksellers and resulted in their spread. However, as large quantities of counterfeits
were also in market circulation, the authors and publication dates of many of these
publications were highly in dispute and whether they could accurately accounted for Yuan
people’s perspective of poetry was rather dubious. In this regard, this paper began with
dissecting the importance of the poetic theories in the development of Yuan poetry to
emphasize the originality and advisability of its arguments. Secondly, it went on with the
methods of discerning the authenticity of the mentioned theories to ensure the discourse
foundation. Finally, it extracted the discussions about Li Shangyin from the credible theory
publications to get a clear picture of the reception of Li’s poetry in Yuan dynasty. The aim
of this paper is to supplement the somewhat overlooked studies of Li Shangyin’s poetry in

Yuan dynasty.

Keywords: Ming dynasty, poetry theory, Li Shangyin, reception
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