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Seeing and Writing: Banner-men’s Theatre Experience
and Folk Song Compiling in Early and Middle Years of
Qing Dynasty

.k
Fang L1
Abstract

Banner-men established Qing Dynasty in 1644. They devoted themselves to learn and
absorb traditional culture of Han nationality, while they also hoped to remain their tradition of
horsemanship and marksmanship, which led to an ambivalent attitude to make culture policy.
The contradiction also reflected on their attitude to drama. Drama were complied and
preformed abundantly in Forbidden City, which were benefit to prosperous of Drama
definitely. At the other hand, the emperors ordered to close the theatre in the inner city and
forbid banner-men to enjoy drama in the theatre. Zidi Shu(Youth book), a new performance
that could evade the ban of theatre, were created in the special background. The banner-men
drew on their theatre experience to adapting the topics, the texts and the tunes from famous
drama. They melted their special understanding when compiling, so that the story reflected
their lives and feeling, also displayed the process that banner-men accepted the culture of Han

nationality.

Keywords: banner-man, drama, seeing play, Zidi Shu(Youth Book), adaption
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