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A Preliminary Study of Huang Gongwang’s Contacts in

Art and His Style of Snowy Landscape Painting

%k
Yun-ru Chen
Abstract

This study starts with an inscription by Huang Gongwang on Cao Zhibo’s “Clearing
After Snow over Mountains” that reads, “The brush manner is archaic and plain, revealing
traces of Mojie (Wang Wei),” in an attempt to analyze the background of Huang’s praise of
Cao’s style. The study first explains Huang Gongwang’s concepts as actually differing from
the revivalist practices of Zhao Mengfu at the time, and then goes on to examine Huang’s
grasp of Wang Wei’s style by contrasting Huang Gongwang and Zhao Mengfu’s different
approaches to the Wang Wei model. This is followed by combing through the appearance of
ancient styles that Huang Gongwang had access to via the art collections he viewed. Finally,
by considering Huang Gongwang’s relationship with fellow Taoists and Huang’s own
paintings of snowy landscapes, this study attempts to show the development of this subject as
being part of the Taoist culture in Jiangnan during the Yuan dynasty, thereby proposing an

important influence other than that of Zhao Mengfu in the development of Chinese painting.

Keywords: Huang Gongwang, Cao Zhibo, Zhang Yu, snowy landscape, Yuan Taoism

" Assistant Curator, Department of Painting and Calligraphy, National Palace Museum, Taiwan.



