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Publication and Propagation of Sung Poetry in Shih-jen
Yii-hsieh: Feedback and Quotations of Poetic

Commentaries

Kao-ping Chang
Abstract

In Shih-jen Yii-hsieh ({# * % /' )) , poet Wei Qing-zhi (#. & 2_) of the Southern Sung
Dynasty collects the art of Sung literature in a nutshell; for example its criticism of Sung
poetry’s style, form, sentence structure, and weaknesses is said to be the essence of both
Northern and Southern literary highlights. This publication analyzes the canonic works of its
time; through what it chooses not to say, it is clear to the readers of its critical attitude
towards contemporary literature. In this paper, through scrutinizing the making-process of
Shih-jen Yii-hsieh it is seen how Sung poetry employ the technique of the printing press to
raise competition against hand-written manuscripts; the result confirms what is later defined
as the “Tang-Sung Restoration”. Due to the fact that these publications were “easily produced,
scarcely damaged, low in cost, effortlessly preserved,” the printing press naturally became the
“key to the Restoration”—thus such interaction between circulation of the work and its
popularity reached its peak during this period. The literary movement of Sung, therefore,
started to divert from its Tang inheritance, ultimately accomplishing the trend that “departs
the Sung style from Tang poetry.” From Shih-jen Yii-hsieh, 1 would like to extract various
poems including Tiaoxiyuyin Cong-hua ({ % %4 ‘£ .3 )) , Wang-zhifang Shi-hua ({3 =
= FEE)) |, Chengzhai Shi-hua ({37335 )) . Bai-shi Archive ({v %3 3.)) , Lingyang
Chamber Poems({F 15 % ® 3% ) ), Tung-P'o Shi-hua ({ X ¥L:%3% ) )and Fuzhai Man-lu ({42

A4 %)), most of them showing demonstrate their appreciation for Tao Yuan-ming ( 14 /&),

" Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan.
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DuFu(# # ), Zong-shi Su Shi ( % f* g&#¥ ) ,and Huang T'ing-chien ( & &% ), which trace
back to the poetics of Jiangxi. As to understand the equivalence of “medium and message”

(T4 12 & ) , reader response and critical acceptance must be brought into discussion.
Several exceptions, such as ({ # +xk#¥3£)) , Linhan Yin-Ju Shi-hua (T2 "E L F3E))
Gongxi Shi-hua ((#%3%32)) and Canglang Shi-hua ((;f71:%3£)) , are examples of
Southern Sung’s poets reflections of the dynasty’s particular history. Out of Shilin Shi-hua,
Linhan Yin-ju Shi-hua emerges; and from Chengzhai Shi-hua to Shih-jen Yii-hsieh, it is seen

how the poets of Sung value the art of semantics as well as the structure of the poem, to

which contributes to Sung poems’ emphasis on “regulated formations.”

Keywords: media effect, Tang-Sung reformation, responsive message, semantics and poetics,

Sung poetry, Shih-jen Yii-hsieh
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