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The Study of Chu Hsi’s Discussion of “Shen({}'#4)”

. . %
Chia-ming Chen
Abstract

In Mou Zongsan( £ % = )’s interpretation of Chu Hsi ‘s philosophy, he considers Chu
Hsi’s Li(32 )was “merely a being but not active ( ¥ 3 7 @ % /%% ) ”. However in Chu Hsi’
s book, we can find that Chu talks a lot about a vital principle ( 4 24 2_32 ) especially in his
discussion of Shen(#! ). Nonetheless, Mou determines that it is only an activity from Chi

(# ) and Chi does not represent “a being and also being active (5 7 TiEd ) .
This paper wants to prove that Chu Hsi’ s theory of Shen (77 ) does manifest a ever-lasting
living force from Li(32). Although Chu Hsi’s Li(32) seems to be the cause of Chi of Yin and
Yang (I£H 4 1), itis also a vital principle and that Li(32 ) is moving along with Chi of Yin
and Yang (M&Fs § %) . Although Chu Hsi did realize Li from Ko-Wu (47 ) , yet Ko-Wu
(#4 ) is only a doctrine of Cultivation ( 1 % # ) or Methodology( > /# % ) and it has no

significant influence on Li’s(32.) essence.

Keyword: Chu Hsi , Mou Zongsan , Shen, Li, merely a being but not active, a being and also

being active

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Cheng University, Taiwan.
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