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Introduction of Relationships between Images and
Texts in Illustrated Fictions from Late Imperial China:

Cases of Yuan and Ming Publications

Zheng-hong Chen’

Abstract

The Xiuxiang fictions are also called “fictions with interpolated illustrations”.
Nonetheless, during the developments of publication of fictions, the publishers didn't always
interpolate illustrations accordingly to the texts, indeed, whether the texts were prior to the
images still need to be studied. This paper tries to discuss the formats of illustrated fictions by
their image-text matching functions and patterns of the illustrations: Taking Quanxiang
Pinghua Sanguo Zhi published in Yuan dynasty and Chazeng Tian Hu Wang Qing Zhongyi
Shuihu Zhuan from Ming dynasty as examples, the author analyzes the mismatching of the
images and texts in the precedent publications, and discovers the causes. In addition, through
comparison of Chazeng Tian Hu Wang Qing Zhongyi Shuihu Zhuan with Jing Ben Zengbu
Jiaozheng Quan Xiang Zhongyi Shuihu Zhizhuan Pinglin published by Two-mountains Studio,
this paper demonstrates that the latter adjusted illustrations to correspond with the texts in
purpose--only until this time that the reading of the texts attained priority in illustrated
fictions. In the end, this paper points out that studies of image-text configurations and
patterns of illustrated fictions and how well they matched each other could be a new way of
edition identification and studies.

Keywords: Xiuxiang, fictions in late imperial China, illustrations, relationship between
images and texts, edition studies of Chinese ancient books
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